
Senate O Ks boiderdea I; Trump will sign, dec la re emergency 



By ALAN FRAM, CATHERINE 
LUCEY and ANDREW TAY¬ 
LOR 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
gress steamed toward lop¬ 
sided approval of a border 
security compromise Thurs¬ 
day night that would avert 
a second painful govern¬ 
ment shutdown but ignite 
a major new confronta¬ 
tion — this time over Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's plan 
to bypass lawmakers and 
declare a national emer¬ 
gency to siphon billions 
from other federal coffers 
for his wall on the Mexican 
boundary. 

Wall money in the bill, 
about $1.4 billion, is far be¬ 
low the $5.7 billion Trump 
has insisted he must have. 
The White House said he'd 
sign the legislation but then 
act on his own to get the 
rest, a move sure to bring 
immediate efforts in court 
and elsewhere to block 
him. 

The Senate passed the leg¬ 
islation by 83-16 Thursday 
with both parties solidly on 
board. House passage was 
assured late Thursday night, 
with Trump's signature com¬ 
ing on Friday. 

Lawmakers exuded relief 
that the agreement had 


averted a fresh closure of 
federal agencies just three 
weeks after a record-set- 
ting 35-day partial shut¬ 
down that drew an unam- 


biguousthumbs-down from 
the public. But in announc¬ 
ing that Trump would sign 
the accord, White House 
Press Sec re tary Sarah Sand¬ 


ers a Iso said he would take 
"other executive action, 
including a national emer¬ 
gency," prompting imme¬ 
diate condemnation from 


Democrats and threats of 
legal action from states 
that might lose federal 
money. 

Continued on Next Rage 
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In an unusual joint state¬ 
ment, House Speaker Nan¬ 
cy Pelosi, D-Calif., and Sen¬ 
ate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., said such 
a declaration would be "a 
lawless act, a gross abuse 
of the power of the presi¬ 
dency and a desperate 
attempt to distract" from 
Trump's failure to force 
Mexico to pay forthe wall, 
as he's repeatedly prom¬ 
ised for years. 

Pelosi and Schumer also 
said that 'Congress will de¬ 
fend our constitutional au¬ 
thorities." They declined to 
say whether that meant 
lawsuits or votes on resolu- 
tionsto prevent Trump from 
unilaterally shifting money 
to wall-building, with aides 
saying they would wait to 
see what he does 
Several Democratic state 
attorneys genera I said they 
would look at legal action 
to block Trump, and Puerto 
Rico Gov. Ricardo Rossello 
told the president on Twitter 
"we'll see you in court" if he 
goesthrough with the dec¬ 
laration. 

Despite widespread oppo¬ 
sition in Congress, including 
from some Republicans, 
Trump is under pressure to 
soothe his conservative 


base and avoid looking like 
he's surrendered in his wall 
battle with Congress. 

The bipartisan pact pro¬ 
vides enough money to 
build just 55 miles of barri¬ 
cades in Texas' Rio Grande 
Valley — well short of the 
billions Trump hasdemand- 
ed to construct 200-plus 
miles as a down-payment 
for an even longer and 
largerwall. 

The uproaroverwhatTrump 
would do next cast an un¬ 
certain shadow over what 
had been a rare display of 
bipartisanship in Congress 
to address the grinding 
battle between the White 
House and lawmakers over 
bordersecurity. 

The abrupt announcement 
of Trump's plans came 
late in an afternoon of 
rumblings that the volatile 
president — who'd strongly 
hinted he'd sign the agree¬ 
ment but never definitively 
— was shifting toward re¬ 
jecting it. That would have 
infused fresh chaos into a 
fight both parties are des¬ 
perate to leave behind, a 
thought that drove some 
lawmakers to seek heav¬ 
enly help. 

"Let's a II pray that the presi¬ 
dent will have wisdom to 
sign the bill so the govern¬ 
ment doesn't shut down," 


Sen. Charles Grassley, R- 
lowa, said after a chaplain 
opened Thursday's Senate 
session. 

Moments before Sanders 
spoke at the White House, 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell took to 
the Senate floor to an¬ 
nounce Trump's decisions 
to sign the bill and declare 
an emergency. 

Sen. John Comyn, R-Texas, 
who is close to McConnell, 
told reporters that there 
were two hours of phone 
calls between McCon¬ 
nell and the White House 
before there were assur¬ 
ances that Trump would 
sign. In a surprising devel¬ 
opment, McConnell said 
he would support Trump's 
emergency declaration, a 
turnabout forthe Kentucky 
Republican, who like many 
lawmakers had until now 
opposed such action. 

With many of the Demo¬ 
crats' liberal base voters 
adamantly against sup¬ 
porting any of Trump's ag¬ 
gressive attempts to curb 
immigration, four declared 
presidential hopefuls op¬ 
posed the bill in the Sen¬ 
ate: Cory Booker of New 
Jersey, New York's Kirsten 
Gillibrand, Elizabeth War¬ 
ren of Massachusetts and 
Kama la Harris of California. 
Amy Klobuchar of Minne¬ 
sota voted for it, as did Ver¬ 
mont Independent Bemie 
Sanders, who is expected 
to join the field soon. 

White House aides and 
congressional Republicans 
have said that besides an 
emergency, Trump might 
assert other authorities that 
could conceivably put him 
within reach of billions of 
dollars. That money could 
come from funds targeted 
for military construction, 
disaster relief and counter¬ 
drug efforts 

Congressional aides say 
there is$21 billion in military 
construction money that 
could potentially be used 
by Trump if he declares a 
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House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., joins supporters 
of President Donald Trump and family members of Americans 
killed by undocumented immigrants as they gather to to pro¬ 
mote their support for a border wall with Mexico, atthe Capitol 
in Washington, Wednesday, Feb. 13,2019. 

Associated Press 


national emergency. But 
according to the law the 
money has to be used in 
support of U.S. armed forc¬ 
es, they say. 

The Defense Department 
has declined to provide 
any details on available 
money. 

Democrats say there is no 
crisis at the border and 
Trump is merely sidestep¬ 
ping Congress. And some 
Republicans warn that fu¬ 
ture Democratic presidents 
could use his precedent 
to force spending on their 
own priorities such as gun 
control. 

Notably, the word "wall," 
the heart of many a chant 
at Trump campaign events 
and his rallies as president, 
is absent from the com¬ 
promise's 1,768-page leg¬ 
islative and descriptive 
language. "Barriers" and 
'fencing" are the nouns of 
choice, a victory for Demo¬ 
crats eager to deny Trump 
even a rhetorical victory. 
The agreement, which took 
bargainers three weeks to 
strike, would also squeeze 
funding for Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, 
or ICE, in an attempt to 
pressure the agency to de¬ 
tain fewer immigrants To 
the dismay of Democrats, 
however, it would still leave 
an agency many of them 
consider abusive holding 
thousands more immigrants 
than last year. 

Provisions like that were 
prompting some of the 
most liberal Democrats to 
vote "no." Four progressive 
freshmen including Rep. Al¬ 
exandria Octavio-Cortez, 


D-N.Y., said they were op¬ 
posing the agreement to 
show "a rejection of the 
hateful policies, priorities, 
and rhetoric of the Trump 
Administration." 

The measure contains 
money for improved sur¬ 
veillance equipment, more 
customs agents and hu¬ 
manitarian aid fordetained 
immigrants. The overall bill 
also provides$330 billion to 
finance dozens of federal 
prog rams for the rest of the 
year, one-fourth of federal 
agency budgets 
Trump sparked the last shut¬ 
down before Christmas af¬ 
ter Democrats snubbed his 
demand for $5.7 billion for 
the wall.The closure denied 
paychecks to 800,000 fed¬ 
eral workers, hurt contrac¬ 
tors and people reliant on 
government services and 
was loathed by the public. 
With polls showing the pub¬ 
lic blamed him and GOP 
lawmakers, Trump folded 
on Jan. 25 without getting 
any of the wall funds His 
capitulation was a political 
fiasco for Republicans and 
handed Pelosi a victory less 
than a month after Demo¬ 
crats took over the House 
and confronted Trump with 
a formidable rival for pow¬ 
er. 

Trump has repeatedly 
vowed Mexico would pay 
for the wall, a suggestion 
that country has spumed. 
His d esc riptio ns of the wa M's 
size have fluctuated, at 
times saying it would cover 
1,000 miles of the 2,000-mile 
boundary. Previous admin¬ 
istrations constructed over 
650 miles of ba rriersO 
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William Barr sworn in for 2nd stint as U.& attorney general 



In this J an. 15, 2019 photo, Attorney General nominee William Bair testifies during a Senate J u- 
diciaty Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. In this Jan. 15, 2019 photo. Attorney 
General nominee William Bairtestifies during a Senate Judiciaiy Committee hearing on Capitol 
hill in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By MARY C LA RE j AID NIC K 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Wil¬ 
liam Barrwasswom in Thurs¬ 
day for his second stint as 
the nation's attorney gen¬ 
eral, taking the helm of the 
J ustice Department asspe- 
cial counsel Robert Mueller 
investigates Russian inter¬ 
ference in the 2016 presi¬ 
dential election. 

Earlier Thursday, the Sen¬ 
ate voted 54-45 to confirm 
the veteran government 
official, mostly along party 
lines Barr, who also served 
as attorney general from 
1991 to 1993 during Presi¬ 
dent George H.W. Bush's 
administration, succeeds 
J eff Sessions. President Don¬ 
ald Trump pushed Sessions 
out of office last year after 
railing against his decision 
to recuse himself from the 
Russia investigation. 

As the country's chief law 
enforcement officer, Barr 
will oversee the remaining 
work in Mueller's investiga¬ 
tion into potential coordi¬ 
nation between the Krem¬ 
lin and the Trump cam¬ 
paign and decide how 
much Congress and the 
public know about its con¬ 


clusion. He'll also take over 
a department that Trump 
has publicly assailed, often 
questioning the integrity 
and loyalty of those who 
work there. 

Democrats, who largely 
voted against Barr, said 
they were concerned 


about his noncommittal 
stance on making Mueller's 
report public. Barr prom¬ 
ised to be astransparentas 
possible but said he takes 
seriously the J ustice Depart¬ 
ment regulations that dic¬ 
tate Mueller's report should 
be treated as confidential. 


Barr's opponents a Iso point¬ 
ed to a memo he wrote to 
Justice officials before his 
nomination that criticized 
Mueller's investigation for 
the way it was presumably 
looking into whetherTrump 
had obstructed justice. Barr 
wrote thatTrump could not 
have obstructed justice by 
firing former FBI Director 
J ames Comey since it was 
an action the president 
was constitutionally enti¬ 
tled to take. 

That view has alarmed 
Democrats, especially 
since the obstruction in¬ 
quiry has been central to 
Mueller's investigation. 

"Mr. Barr's views about the 
power of the president are 
especially troubling in light 
of his refusal to commit to 
making the special coun¬ 
sel's findings and the report 
publicly available," said 
California Sen. Dianne Fein- 
stein, the top Democrat on 
the Judiciary panel. Fein- 
stein said the attorney gen¬ 
eral should be "objective" 
and "clearly committed to 
protecting the interest of 
the people, the country 
and the Constitution." 

Barr will be tasked with re¬ 
storing some stability after 
almost two years of open 
tension between Trump 
and J ustice officials. Trump 
lashed out at Sessions re¬ 
peatedly before he finally 
pushed him out in Novem¬ 


ber, and he has also pub¬ 
licly criticized Mueller and 
his staff, calling the probe 
a "witch hunt"and suggest¬ 
ing they are out to get him 
for political reasons The 
criticism extended to Dep¬ 
uty Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein, who appointed 
Mueller as special coun¬ 
sel. Rosenstein is expected 
to leave the department 
shortly after Barr takes of¬ 
fice. 

Trump has directed some 
of his strongest vitriol at de- 
pa rtmentoffic ia Iswho were 
part of the decisions to 
start investigating his cam¬ 
paign's Russia ties in 2016 
and to clear Democrat Hill¬ 
ary Clinton in an unrelated 
email probe that same 
year. Trump has repeatedly 
suggested that the agents 
and officials, many of 
whom have since left, were 
conspiring against him. In 
an interview aired Thurs¬ 
day, fired former FBI Deputy 
Director Andrew McCabe 
told CBS' '60 Minutes" that 
Justice Department of¬ 
ficials discussed bringing 
the Cabinet together to 
considerusing the Constitu¬ 
tion's 25th Amendment to 
remove Trump from office 
a fterComey's firing. 

Trump responded to the 
McCabe interview with a 
tweet: "Disgraced FBI Act¬ 
ing Director Andrew Mc¬ 
Cabe pretends to be a 
'poor little Angel' when in 
fact he was a big part of 
the Crooked Hillary Scan¬ 
dal & the Russia Hoax - a 
puppet for Leakin' James 
Comey. I.G. report on Mc¬ 
Cabe was devastating." 

In his hearing last month, 
Barr vowed that he would 
not "be bullied," said Muel¬ 
ler's investigation is not a 
witch hunt and agreed that 
Sessions was right to recuse 
himself from the probe. 
Barr said he was a friend of 
Mueller's and repeatedly 
sought to assuage con¬ 
cerns that he might disturb 
or upend the investigation 
a sit reaches its final stages 
When Trump nominated 
Barr, he called him "a ter¬ 
rific man" and "one of the 
most respected jurists in the 
country." 

"I think he will serve with 
great distinction," Trump 
saidO 
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Cardinal expects 'significant 
progress 1 at sex abuse summit 



In this April 23, 2015 file photo, Chicago Archbishop Blase Cu- 
pich processes from Holy Name Cathedral following the funeral 
Mass of Cardinal Franc is George in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


By JEFF KARO IB and NI¬ 
COLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
DE1R0IT (AP) — The U S. 

archbishop helping to or¬ 
ganize next week's summit 
ofthe world's bishops at the 
Vaticanonsexualabuse by 
clergy said Thursday he ex¬ 
pects to make "significant 
progress" in responding to 
the scandal that's riven the 
church, and that lay Cath- 
olieswill help to hold the hi¬ 
erarchy accountable. 
Chicago Cardinal Blase 
Cupich told The Associated 
Press in a phone interview 
that the Feb. 21-24 pre¬ 
vention summit, convened 
by Pope Francis, is neces¬ 
sary for all global Catholic 
church leaders to under¬ 
stand they must act and be 
accountable to the victims 
forthe abuse casesstretcfl¬ 
ing back decades. He 
spoke ofthe urgency while 
acknowledging that vic¬ 
tims and their advocates 
consider such a gathering 
long overdue. 

"I think there is understand¬ 
able frustration on that 
level," said Cupich, hand¬ 
picked by Francis to help 
organize the summit. "All 
I can say now is I believe 
we're going to make sig¬ 
nificant progress here. And 
we should also realize that 
we always have to keep 
learning — we can't get to 
a place that we think we 
have this nailed down. If 
we do that we're going to 
get it wrong. 

'This meeting will be a sig¬ 
nificant moment, I think, to 
put us on a fresh trajectory 
— in a whole new direc¬ 
tion," he added. 

"fhe summit comes at a 
crisis moment for the U.S. 
church, following a Penn¬ 
sylvania grand jury report 
that found hundreds of 


abusive priests in the state, 
and the scandal over ex- 
Card ina I Theodore McCar- 
rick, accused of abusing 
minors and seminarians. 
In December, Cupich ex¬ 
pressed regret for "our fail- 
uresto addressthe scourge 
of clerical sexual abuse" in 
a statement responding to 
a report by the Illinois attor¬ 
ney general that said the 
church failed to disclose 
the names of at least 500 
clergy accused of sexually 
abusing children. 

Sch Hiner, executive di¬ 
rector of the Survivors Net¬ 
work of those Abused by 
Priests, or SNAP, said in an 
email to the AP that church 
officials have repeatedly 
shown 'they are incapable 
of accurately determining 
the credibility of accusa¬ 
tions, being transparent 
with the public, and un¬ 
derstanding the pain that 
survivors go through." The 
organization previously said 
Cupich should be removed 
from his summit-planning 
role. 

"We remain cautiously opti¬ 
mistic that there will be real 
change as a result of this 
meeting, but regardless of 
what Vatican officials do, 
we are placing ourfaith in 
attomeysgeneraland pros¬ 
ecuting attorneys around 
the country instead," Hiner 
said. 

U.S. bishops, who last 
month held a prayer re¬ 
treat outside Chicago as 
a prelude to the summit, 
had planned to adopt 
accountability measures 
at their November meet¬ 
ing that would have cre¬ 
ated a code of conduct 
for bishops and established 
an independent lay-led 
commission to investigate 
allegations against them. 
The Vatican blocked the 


vote on the grounds that 
the proposals were legally 
problematic and had only 
been given to the Vatican 
for review four days before 
the meeting began. The 
Vatican told the U.S. bish¬ 
ops to wait until after next 
week's meetings and work 
with the Holy See to devel¬ 
op proposals together. 
Cupich then proposed in¬ 
stead a model using the 
metropolitan bishop — a 
senior bishop responsible 
for several dioceses — to 
handle allegations against 
bishops under his jurisdic¬ 
tion. In the interview, Cu¬ 
pich suggested the "metro¬ 
politan model" had gained 
favor at the Holy See, say¬ 
ing he expected the over¬ 
all fra me wo rk Fra nc is wo uld 
propose would use this 
existing church structure 
along with lay participation 
to ensure their expertise is 
included and transparency 
in the process. 
'Whateverframeworkisgo- 
ing to be put together for 
us ... there has to be in the 
involvement of lay experts 
to make sure that there's 
full visibility by the people 
of God," he said. "And then 
it has to be done in a col¬ 
legial manner" using the 
existing structure of what 
the church already has in 
place. 

Cupich said victims also 
will be part of the summit, 
both in their presence and 
through video testimony. 
But he also was the lead 
signatory on a recent let- 
terthat urged attendeesto 
meet with victims 'to leam 
firsthand the suffering they 
have endured." 

"My experience in 20 years 
of being a bishop — and 
I've met with scores of vic¬ 
tims— is that it's those per¬ 
sonal encounters that are 


transformative, not in a 
group session,"he said. 
Francis has sought to lower 
expectations for the sum¬ 
mit, saying last month that 
the "problem of abuse will 
continue" because "it's a 
human problem." He said 
he wanted to sensitize 
church leaders around the 
globe to the pain of vic¬ 
tims, instruct them how to 
investigate cases and de¬ 
velop general protocols for 
the entire hierarchy to use. 
Francis in September sum¬ 
moned the presidents of 
bishops' conferences for 
the summit after realizing 
thatchurch leaders in some 
pa rts of the world still didn't 
"get it." In fact, more than 
30 years after the scandal 


first erupted in Ireland and 
Australia and 20 years af¬ 
ter it hit the U.S., bishops 
in many parts of Europe, 
Latin America, Africa and 
Asia either deny the prob¬ 
lem exists in their regions or 
downplay it. 

Cupich, considered a 
moderate who was Fran¬ 
cis' first major U.S. appoint¬ 
ment, said it's inevitable 
that some will see the out¬ 
come of the summit as a 
referendum on Franc is that 
correspondingly places a 
burden on the cardinal's 
shoulders. 

The letter he signed also 
included a warning that a 
failure to deal with abuse 
now will jeopardize the 
church's mission globally.q 
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Rarkland shooting victims a re remembered in silence 



Suzanne Devine Claik, an ait teacher at Deerfield Beach Elementary School, places painted 
stones at a memorial outside Maijoiy Stone man Douglas high School during the one-year an- 
niveisary ofthe school shooting, Thuisday, Feb. 14, 2019, in Falkland, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By KELLI KENNEDY, ADRI¬ 
ANA GOMEZ UCON and 
TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press 
PARKLAND, Ha. (AP) — Stu¬ 
dents at Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High and 
other schools across the 
U.S. bowed their heads in 
a moment of silence and 
took part in volunteer proj¬ 
ects Thursday to mark the 
anniversary ofthe shooting 
rampage that claimed 17 
lives. But for ma ny Pa rkla nd 
students, the tragedy was 
still so raw they couldn't 
bring themselves to set foot 
in the building. 

Fewer than 300 ofthe 3,200 
students at the high school 
showed up for what was 
only a half-day, with classes 
cut short so that the teen¬ 
agers would not be there 
around 2:20 p.m., the trau¬ 
matic moment last year 
when gunfire erupted. 
Senior Spencer Bloom 
skipped school to spend 
the day with students from 
the history class he was in 
during the shooting. He 
said he struggles with pan¬ 
ic attacks and feared he 
might have one if he went 
in to school. 


'There'sail thisemotion and 
it's all being concentrated 
back on one day," Bloom 
said. 

The massacre on Feb. 14, 
2018 — Valentine's Day 
— inflamed the nation's 
debate over guns, turned 
some Parkland students 
into political activists and 
gave rise to some of the 
biggest youth demonstra- 


tionssince the Vietnam era. 
Many Stoneman Douglas 
students arrived wearing 
the burgundy #MSDStrong 
T-shirts that have become 
an emblem of the trag¬ 
edy. Outside, clear plastic 
figurines of angels were 
erected for each of the 
14 students and three staff 
members killed. 

A moment of silence was 
observed there and at 
other sc hoo Is a c noss Flo rid a 
and beyond at 10:17 a.m., 
a time selected to denote 
the 17 slain. 

Reporterswere notallowed 
inside the school, but stu¬ 
dents packed lunches for 
poorchildren in Haitiaspart 
of a number of volunteer 
projects undertaken to try 
to make something good 
come out of the tragedy. 
Grief counselors and thera¬ 
py dogs were made avail¬ 
able along with massages 
and pedicures. An inter¬ 
faith service was sched¬ 
uled for later in the day at 
a nearby park. 

Freshman J ayden J a us, 14, 
said the moment of silence 
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was "a bit emotional and a 
little intense" as the princi¬ 
pal read the victims' names 
overthe public addresssys- 
tem. 

Sophomore J ulia Brighton, 
who suffered nightmares 
for months after the gun¬ 
man killed three people 
in her classroom, placed 
flowers at the memorial 
outdoors instead of going 
inside and "putting myself 
through that." 

Victims' families said they 
would spend the day quiet¬ 
ly, visiting their loved ones' 
graves or participating in 
low-key events like a com¬ 
munity walk. 

Lori Alhadeff posted an 
open letterto her 14-year- 
old daughter Alyssa, who 
died in the shooting. Al¬ 
hadeff remembered how 
Alyssa didn't want to go to 
school because she didn't 
have a valentine. But when 
she dropped her daughter 
off, she put a pair of dia¬ 
mond earrings in Alyssa's 
earsand gave hera choc¬ 
olate barto make hersmile. 
They told each other, "I 
love you," and Alhadeff 
watched Alyssa walkaway 
in a black and white dress 
and white sneakers: 'Your 
long, dark hair dangled. 
Your makeup looked just 
rig ht." 

"The last time I saw you 
a live," wrote Alhadeff, who 
waselected to the Broward 
County school board after 
the shooting on a platform 


pushing campus safety. 
Victim J oaquin Oliver's girl¬ 
friend, senior Tori Gonza¬ 
lez, organized a group of 
dozen students and alumni 
to read poems to a large 
crowd outside the school 
in the late afternoon. They 
brought a life-size statue of 
Oliver, who was 17. 

"My mind runs each and 
every route that could 
have saved your life," she 
read tearfully. "It wasn't Cu¬ 
pid shooting arrows of love 
— it was an AR-15." 
Hundreds turned out at a 
Parkland park for a late- 
evening community vigil. 
Bev Capasso, a nurse who 
treated some victims, said 
she hoped the ceremony 
"will help us hea I. It's been a 
horrendous year." 

Elsewhere around the 
country, at Broad man High 
in Youngstown, Ohio, the 
school rang a chime 17 
times and honored local 
first responders. But in a 
sign ofthe times, an active 
shooter drill was a Iso held. 
Senior Jack Pendleton 
helped plan the day's an¬ 
niversary activities "We turn 
away from the dread and 
have to look more toward 
who's helping us,"he said. 
Students at Maryland's 
Bethesda Chevy Chase 
High School displayed 671 
white T-shirts bearing the 
names of teenagers killed 
nationally by gun violence 
la st year. 

At Fort Lauderdale High, a 
30-minute drive from Stone- 
man Douglas, junior Jake 
Lynch paused with 20other 
students in his law class as 
the school observed its mo¬ 
ment of silence. 

"It'sa permanent sore spot," 
Lynch said. "Forever, me 
going forward, I'll feel this 
day, and this time and 
those names. It reminds me 
of where I wantthe world to 
be.... From suffering, better 
thingscome out." 

In New Mexico, a student 
at V. Sue Cleveland High 
School fired a shot in a hall 
and ran away, authorities 
said. He was soon cap¬ 
tured. No one was hurt. 

The former student ac¬ 
cused of opening fire with 
an AR-15 assault rifle in the 
Parkland attack, Nikolas 
Cruz, now 20, is awaiting 
trial.Q 
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Mudslide sweeps house off hill as storm pounds California 


By TERENCE CHEA and 
JOHN ANTCZAK 
Associated Press 
SAUSAUTO, Calif. (AP) 

— Waves of heavy rain 
pounded California on 
Thursday, washing away 
a mountain highway, trig¬ 
gering a mudslide that de¬ 
stroyed homes, and forcing 
residents to flee communi¬ 
ties scorched by wildfires 
la st year. 

The powerful system swept 
in from the Pacific Ocean 
and unleashed damaging 
rain, snow and wind across 
the U.S. West into Wyoming, 
Montana and Colorado 
after walloping Northern 
California and southern Or¬ 
egon a day earlier. 

The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice reported staggering 
rainfall a mounts a cross C a I- 
ifomia, including more than 
9.4 inches (24 centimeters) 
over 48 hours at one loca¬ 
tion in the San Bernardino 
Mountains east of Los An¬ 
geles. 

A mudslide in Sausalito, 
north of San Francisco, bar¬ 
reled over cars, uprooted 
trees and sent a home slid¬ 
ing down a hill and smash¬ 
ing into another house. 

A woman was rescued 
from the splintered wreck¬ 
age with only cuts and 
bruises Susan Gordon was 
buried under a tree and 
mud fortwo hourswhile fire 
crewsdug herout, herson 
wrote on an online fund¬ 
raising page. 

Chris Parkman said it's 
been years since a storm so 
powerful has hit the hillside 
community, where at least 
50 properties were evacu¬ 
ated. 

'We don't see the rain most 
of the yea r, so most of the 
year you feel safe. But 
when the big storms come, 
your safety factor is gone," 
he said. 

A deluge southeast of Los 
Angeles washed away 
a section of a two-lane 
mountain highway. Photos 
by the state Department 
of Transportation showed 
about 75 feet (23 meters) 
of pavement complete¬ 
ly collapsed along State 
Route 243 near the remote 
community of Idyllwild. 
'We're basically stranded 
right now," said resident 
Gary Agner, adding that 


several other roads were 
closed because of flood¬ 
ing and debris. "I'm glad I 
went to the grocery store 
yesterday." 

The risk of flooding led of¬ 
ficials to order people out 
of areas burned bare by 
a summer wildfire in the 
Santa Ana Mountains, with 
flash flood warnings blan¬ 
keting a huge swath east 
and south of Los Angeles. 
Authorities also told parts 
of artsy Laguna Beach to 
evacuate, while the desert 
resort city of Palm Springs 
urged residents to stay 
where they were because 
of flooded streets. Flood 
advisories extended east 
to Arizona. 

Swift water rescue teams 
plucked motorists from 
cars trapped in flooded 
intersections across inland 
Southern California. Three 
people clung to trees with 
three dogs before being 
rescued along the Santa 
Ana River. 

Weather was so severe 
that the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame had to postpone the 
dedication of a sidewalk 
star honoring the band 
Aerosmith. Knott's Berry 
Farm and Six Flags Magic 
Mountain theme parks 
closed. 

Trouble also persisted in 
saturated Northern Cali¬ 
fornia, where thousands 
of people lost power and 
flood warnings were in ef¬ 
fect for a large area of the 
upper Central Valley and 
around the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Downtown San 
Francisco saw more than 
1.75 inches (4.4 centime¬ 
ters) of rain over24 hours. 

A flooded creek led au¬ 
thorities to urge about 300 
residents to leave a com¬ 
munity some 20 miles (32 ki¬ 
lometers) west of Paradise, 
a town destroyed last year 
by the nation's deadliest 
wildfire in a century. 

The storm followed more 
than a week of severe 
weather in the Pacific 
Northwest and was the 
latest in a series of storms 
that has all but eliminated 
drought-level dryness in 
California this winter. It's 
fueled by an atmospheric 
river— a plume of moisture 
stretching a cross the Pacif¬ 
ic Ocean nearly to Hawaii. 


Nearly 37 percent of Cali¬ 
fornia had no level of 
drought or abnormal dry¬ 
ness, the U.S. Drought 
Monitor reported Thurs¬ 
day. About 10.5 percent of 
the state was in moderate 
drought, just over 1.6 per- 
centwasin severe drought. 
The remainder was in the 
abnormally dry category. 
The numbers reflect data 
gathered up to Tuesday.Q 



Southern Marin Hie Department members search a crushed 
house in the afleimath of a mudslide that destroyed three 
homes on a hillside in Sausalito, Calif., Thursday, Feb. I4> 2019. 
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Catalan ex-official testifies he isa 'political prisoner' 



Catalan regional Vice-Resident Oriol J unqueras, center, next 
to Catalan former Cabinet member Raul Romeva, left; during 
the trial atthe Spanish Supreme Court in Madrid, Tuesday, Feb. 
12, 2019. 

Associated Ress 


By ARTIZ PARRA 
The Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — A former 
Catalan official accused 
by Spanish prosecutors of 
leading a violent rebellion 
to create an independent 
republic testified at a top 
court in Madrid on Thurs¬ 
day that he considers him¬ 
self "a political prisoner." 
Oriol J unqueras, who was 
the vice president of the 
Catalan Cabinetthat went 
ahead with a banned se¬ 
cession referendum in Oc¬ 
tober 2017, was the first of 
a dozen separatist leaders 
to testify in the muc h a ntic i- 
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pated Supreme Court trial. 
With ex-Catalan president 
Carles Puigdemont avoid¬ 
ing prosecution by fleeing 
to Belgium, J unqueras is 
the highest-ranking official 
prosecuted in the case. 
He faces up to 25 years 
behind bars if found guilty 
for rebellion and misuse of 
public funds. 

Gesturing vividly with his 
handsand answering ques¬ 
tions only from his lawyer, 
J unqueras emphatically 
rejected the charges and 
made a strong defense 
of the Catalan indepen¬ 
dence movement as non¬ 
violent. 

"Any noble goal can be im¬ 
moral if the mechanisms to 
achieve it are indecent," 
he said. 'This is valid for the 
Catalan republic, for the 
Spanish monarchy, for Eu¬ 
rope oranything else." 


The leader of the Catalan 
left-wing pro-republic party 
had begun histestimony by 
telling the panel of seven 
judgesthathe is "being ac¬ 
cused formy ideasand not 
for my deeds." He also de¬ 
clined to answer questions 
by prosecutorsbecause he 
regardsthe trial asa "politi- 
caT'one. 

"I consider myself a political 
prisoner,"he said. 

Previously, and respond¬ 
ing to allegations made 
by the Catalans' defense 
attorneys, presiding Judge 
Manuel Marchena said 
that questioning during the 
trial would only be allowed 
to focuson facts, not ideol¬ 
ogy. The judge accepted 
some of the allegations 
by the defendants. He al¬ 
lowed them to answer 
questions in their Catalan 
mothertongue.O 


Pope seeks role for rural 
populations in addressing 
hunger 


Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Pope Francis 
is urging global decision¬ 
makers in both the public 
and private sectors to help 
address poverty and hun¬ 
ger in rural areas by engag¬ 
ing the local population as 
"responsible architects" of 
progress. 

Francis was addressing an 
annual session Thursday of 
the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, 
a U.N. agency based in 
Rome dedicated to eradi¬ 
cating poverty and hunger 
in rural areas of the devel¬ 


oping world. 

The pope said 'today more 
than ever we need to unite 
our efforts, reach consen¬ 
sus and reinforce our con¬ 
nections. The challenges 
we face are so intricate 
and complexthat we can¬ 
not continue to confront 
them in an occasional 
way, with emergency reso¬ 
lutions." 

He praised IFAD for results 
it has achieved by de¬ 
centralizing its projects, 
encouraging regional co¬ 
operation and diversifying 
financial sourcesO 
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UKs May suffers emba massing defeat on Brexit strategy 



Britain's Prime Minister Theresa May leaves the Houses of Rariiament in Westminster following a 
Btexitvote in the House of Commons, in London, Thursday Feb. 14, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Brita in's o rd e rly exit fro m the 


By J ILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — British 
Prime Minister "Theresa May 
suffered an embarrassing 
defeat by lawmakers "Thurs¬ 
day in a vote that left her 
bid to secure a European 
Union divorce deal stuck 
between an intransigent EU 
and a resistant U.K. Parlia¬ 
ment — with Brexit just six 
weeksaway. 

A rebellion by hard-core 
Brexit backers saw the 
House of Commons vote 
by 303 votes to 258 against 
a motion reiterating sup¬ 
port for May's approach to 
Brexit — support expressed 
by lawmakers in votes just 
two weeksago. 

"The defeat is symbolic rath- 
erthan binding, but shows 
how wea k M a y's ha nd is a s 
she triesto secure changes 
to her divorce deal from 
the EU in orderto win back¬ 
ing for it in Parliament. It is 
likely to leave EU leaders 
wondering whether May 
can win support for any 
kind of Brexit deal, given 
Brita in's political instability. 
May tried to put a positive 
spin on the result. 

"The prime minister's office 
said in a statement that 


"while we didn't secure the 
support of the Commons 
this evening," the govern¬ 
ment believed Parliament 
still wanted May to seek 
changes to the Brexit deal 
that lawmakers could sup¬ 
port. 

'The government will con¬ 
tinue to pursue this with the 
EU to ensure we leave on 
time on 29th March," it said. 


Others were blunter. 

"What an absolute fiasco 
this is," said pro-EU Conser¬ 
vative lawmakerAnna Sou- 
bry. A leading pro-Brexit 
colleague, Bernard Jenkin, 
used the same word: "Fi¬ 
asco." 

"The vote is the latest out¬ 
break of Brexit-driven cha¬ 
os that is roiling Britain's 
Parliament and imperiling 


EU. 

Two weeksago, Parliament 
sent a contradictory mes¬ 
sage, voting to send May 
back to Brussels to seek 
changesto a section of the 
withdrawal agreement in¬ 
tended to ensure an open 
border between the U.K.'s 
Northern Ireland and EU 
member Ireland after Brex¬ 


it. 

But lawmakers also voted 
to rule out a "no-deal" exit, 
though without signaling 
how that should happen. 
On "Thursday the govern¬ 
ment was defeated on an 
uncontroversia l-so unding 
motion reiterating the earli- 
erdecision, when hard-line 
pro-Brexit lawmakers in the 
governing Conservatives 
abstained, accusing the 
government of effective¬ 
ly ruling out the threat of 
leaving the EU without an 
agreement on departure 
terms and future relations, 
a move they say under¬ 
mines Britain's bargaining 
position. 

'Conservative MPs (mem¬ 
bers of Parliament) really 
ought not to be associated 
with anything, express or 
implied, which seems to 
take 'no deal'off the table," 
Brexit-ba eking Conserva¬ 

tive lawmaker Steve Baker 
tweeted before the vote. 
Pro-EU lawmakers in Brit¬ 
ain's divided Parliament 
feel the opposite. "They fear 
time is running out to sea I a 
deal before Britain topples 
off a "no-deal" cliff, with 
economically devastating 
results. □ 


EU voic esc one em a s Roma nia moves to bloc k piosec utor 



In this file photo dated Thuisday, Feb. 23, 2017, Romania's chief 
anti-corruption piosec utor Lauia Codiuta Kovesi, who headsthe 
counby'santi-graftagency (DNA), sits alter presenting the units 
annual report; atthe Military Circle, in Bucharest; Romania. 

Associated Press 


ALISON MUTLER 
Associated Press 
BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) 

— Prosecutors applying for 
the post of European chief 
prosec utor must be treated 
fairly, the European Com¬ 
mission said "Thursday, after 
Romania moved to block 
one of its own nationals 
Commission spokesman 
MangaritisSchinassaid Brus¬ 
sels is following the case 
closely adding it is crucial 
that candidates put for¬ 
ward by an independent 
selection panel are 'treat¬ 
ed fairly." 

He spoke after Romanian 
Justice Minister Tudorel 
Toader wrote to EU justice 
ministers accusing Laura 
Codruta Kovesi, the for¬ 
mer chief anti-corruption 
prosecutor, of signing "se¬ 
cret and anti-democratic 
pacts" with the intelligence 
agency in corruption and 
national security probes. 
Kovesi has been shortlisted 


to lead the European Pub¬ 
lic Prosecutor's Office, due 
to become operational at 
the end of 2020. 

Toader removed Kovesi 
from her post last year, cit¬ 
ing mismanagement and 
asserting she overstepped 
herauthority. Some viewed 
the dismissal as politically 
motivated. During her five- 
yea rtenure atthe National 
Anti-Corruption Director¬ 
ate, Kovesi successfully 
prosecuted hundreds of 
officials including ministers, 
mayors and state compa¬ 
ny directors. 

Separately, Kovesi is suing 
Romania's government in 
the European Court of Hu¬ 
man Rights over her firing. 
She says she was dismissed 
unfairly and had her rights 
violated when she was de¬ 
nied the right to appeal a 
Constitutional Court deci¬ 
sion that ordered her firing 
based on the minister's rec¬ 
ommendation. 


On Wednesday, Kovesi 
said prosecutors are prob¬ 
ing her for official miscon¬ 
duct and bribery. She de¬ 
nies wrongdoing. She says 
she will fly to Brussels Friday 
fora European Parliament 
hearing a bout the post. 
Romanian President Klaus 
lohannis, an opponent of 
the government, voiced 
concern about the devel¬ 
opment "Thursday, saying 
probes of prosecutors and 
magistrates shouldn't be 
used as "a political instru¬ 
ment" orto intimidate pros¬ 
ecutors. He called for 'the 
law to be strictly respect¬ 
ed," in Kovesi's case, and 
the situation "rapidly clari¬ 
fied." 

Kovesi herself said: "It'sclear 
that ... somebody is trying 
to stop this procedure," in 
a radio interview Wednes¬ 
day. 'They're trying to stop 
me getting this post as ... I 
am the favorite forthe job." 
Romania's ruling Social De¬ 


mocracy Party embarked 
on a contentious judicial 
overhaul two years ago, 
sparking protests Critics, 
including the EU and the 
U.S., claimed the changes 
would undermine the inde¬ 
pendence of the judiciary 
and effortsto combat high- 


level corruption, 
lohannis reiterated those 
concerns "Thursday, telling 
the government to "stop 
taking even more steps 
backward and taking Ro¬ 
mania off its European 
path, as a democratic 
state.'□ 












FRIDAY 15 FEBRUARY 


EWORLD NEWS 



Pence urges Europe to quit Iran deal, stop busting sanctions 



Uhited Slates Vice Resident Mike Pence, right; talksto the media during a bilateral meeting with 
Israeli Rime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left; in V\faisaw, Poland, Ihuisday, Feb. 14, 2019. 
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By MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Ress 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) 

— The Trump administra¬ 
tion lashed out at some 
of America's closest tradi¬ 
tional allies Thursday, ac¬ 
cusing Britain, France and 
Germany of trying to bust 
U.S. sanctions against Iran 
and calling on European 
nations to join the United 
States in withdrawing from 
the Iranian nucleardeal. 

In an unusually blunt 
speech to a Middle East 
conference in Poland, 
U.S. Vice President Mike 
Pence slammed the three 
countries and the Euro¬ 
pean Union as a whole for 
remaining parties to the 
landmark 2015 agreement 
after President Donald 
Trump withdrew from it last 
yea rand re-imposed tough 
sanctionson Iran. 

The harsh criticism threat¬ 
ened to further chill U.S.- 
European ties that are 
already badly strained 
on many issues, including 
trade and defense spend¬ 
ing. And it underscored 
the stark two-year trans- 
Atlantic divide over Iran 
that manifested itself again 
ahead of the Warsaw con¬ 
ference co-hosted by the 
U.S. and Poland. 

France and Germany de¬ 
clined to send their top 
diplomats to the ministe¬ 
rial-level meeting. EU for¬ 
eign policy chief Federica 
Mogherini also stayed 
away due to concerns it 
would become an anti-Iran 
vehicle. Britain, France and 
Germany, along with the 
rest of the EU, continue to 
support the nuclear deal 
asthe best way to prevent 
Iran from developing atom¬ 
ic weapons. 

At the close of the confer¬ 
ence, Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo and his Pol¬ 
ish counterpart J acek Cza- 
putowiczboth noted differ¬ 
ences of opinion over poli¬ 
cies toward Iran. But, they 
sa id a II pa rtic ipa nts a g reed 
on the threat posed by the 
country, which is celebrat¬ 
ing the 40th anniversary of 
the Islamic Revolution this 
week. 

'There was not a defender 
of Iran in the room," Pom¬ 
peo said, adding that the 
U.S. and Europe were still 


capable of working to- 
getheron the issue. 
Czaputowicz said the U.S. 
and Europe "share the 
same dia gnosis of the situa¬ 
tion," which is'the negative 
role played by Iran." But he 
also noted that the U.S. and 
Europe differon how to ap¬ 
proach the matter. 

In his earlier speech, Pence 
showed just how sharp that 
difference is 

He was harshly critical of 
Britain, France and Ger¬ 
many for unveiling a new 
financial mechanism last 
month that U.S. officials be¬ 
lieve is intended to keep 
the nuclear deal alive by 
evading American sanc¬ 
tions Pence praised other 
nations for complying with 
U.S. sanctions by reduc¬ 
ing Iranian oil imports, but 
he said the Europeans fell 
short. 

'Sadly, some of ourleading 
European partners have 
not been nearly as coop¬ 
erative," Pence said. "In 
fact, they have led the ef¬ 
fort to create mechanisms 
to breakup oursanctions" 
He said the mechanism, a 
barter-type payment sys¬ 
tem that is designed to 
allow businesses to skirt di¬ 
rect financial transactions 
with Iran, is "an effort to 
break American sanctions 
against Iran's murderous re¬ 
gime." 

"It's an ill-advised step that 
that will only strengthen 


Iran, weaken the EU, and 
create still more distance 
between Europe and the 
United States," the vice 
president said. 

Pence then called for 
Europe to abandon the 
nuclear agreement alto¬ 
gether, making explicit a 
demand that Trump ad¬ 
ministration officials had 
previously only hinted at. 
'The time has come for our 
European partners to with¬ 
draw from the Iran nuclear 
deal and join with usaswe 
bring the economic and 
diplomatic pressure nec¬ 
essary to give the Iranian 
people, the region and 
the world the peace secu¬ 
rity and freedom they de¬ 
serve," he said. 

Niels Annen, a German 
deputy foreign ministerwho 
participated in the confer¬ 
ence, told reporters after 
Pence spoke that Europe 
has a common position on 
the need to preserve the 
nuclear deal, and he dis¬ 
missed U.S. concemsabout 
the new financial mecha¬ 
nism. He said Germany 
believes both pressure and 
nuclear deal need to be 
maintained. 

"We believe we need both," 
he said. 'We need pressure 
on Iran ... but we also need 
cooperation on the basis 
of this international agree¬ 
ment and we will continue 
to pursue this together." 
Germany, Britain and 


France have vigorously 
defended the new pay¬ 
ment system as necessary 
to preserve the Iran ac¬ 
cord, under which Teh¬ 
ran was granted billions of 
dollars in sanctions relief in 
exchange for curbs on its 
nuclear prog ram. 

They are also highly un¬ 
likely to withdraw from the 
agreement, a signature for¬ 
eign policy achievement of 
the Obama administration. 
Their governments have 
repeatedly expressed sup¬ 
port for it since Trump de¬ 
clared the U.S. would pull 
out. 

The U.N.'s atomic watch¬ 
dog and Trump'sown intelli¬ 
gence chiefs have said Iran 
remains in compliance with 
the agreement despite the 
U.S. withdrawal. 

Pence, however, said Iran's 
adherence to the deal's 
terms is irrelevant. He said 
the accord was fatally 
flawed to begin with as it 
does not prevent Iran from 
obtaining the technology 
or material to eventually 
develop a nuclear weap¬ 
on overtime. 

"Compliance is not the is¬ 
sue; the deal is the issue," 
he said, calling Iran the 
"single greatest threat" to 
security in the Middle East. 
Iran was not invited to the 
Warsaw conference and 
called the event a "circus" 
aimed at "demonizing" the 
country. 


Because of European re¬ 
luctance to attend a con¬ 
ference focused only on 
Iran, Pompeo and other 
U.S. officials had sought 
to broaden the scope to 
include other Middle East 
topics. The schedule in¬ 
cluded sessions on the 
Isra eli-Pa lestinia n conflict, 
Syria, Yemen, cybercrime 
and terrorism. 

"No one country will domi¬ 
nate the discussion today, 
norwill any one issue domi¬ 
nate our talks," Pompeo 
said at the opening of the 
conference, 

But Pence's comments, as 
well as earlier remarks by 
Pompeo, made clear the 
meeting was largely fo¬ 
cused on isolating Iran. 
Before the event opened, 
Pompeo met with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and said, 'You 
can't achieve peace and 
stability in the Middle East 
without confronting Iran. It's 
just not possible." 
Netanyahu's office re¬ 
leased a video from a 
closed session of the con¬ 
ference in which Bahrain 
Foreign Minister Khalid Al 
Khalifa tells an audience 
that he grew up believing 
the Isra eli-Pa lestinia n dis¬ 
pute is'the most important 
issue" in the region. 

But later, he said, "we saw a 
more toxic one, in fact the 
most toxic in our modem 
history, which came from 
the Islamic Republic, from 
Iran." 

Pence opened his key¬ 
note address by lauding 
the Trump administration's 
commitment to fighting 
"radical Islamic terrorism,"a 
term he used in some form 
at least seven times 
He hailed gains made 
against the Islamic State 
group in Iraq and Syria, 
where the extremists are 
being ousted from their last 
remaining areas of control. 
Despite Trump's abrupt de¬ 
cision to withdraw Ameri¬ 
can troops from Syria, 
Pence said the U.S. would 
remain in the region to en¬ 
sure the militant organiza¬ 
tion does not return. 

'We will continue to hunt 
down the remnants of ISIS 
wherever and whenever 
they rear their ugly head," 
he saidO 
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Car bomb kills 33 Indian soldiers* wounds 20 in Kashmir 



Indian paramilitary soldieiscarry the remainsofcolleaguesatthe site ofan explosion in ftempoie. 
Indian-controlled Kashmir, Ihutsday, Feb. 14, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By AIJAZ HUSSAIN 
Associated Press 
SRINAGAR, India (AP) 

At least 33 soldiers were 
killed and about 20 oth¬ 
ers wounded Thursday in 
a car bomb attack on a 
paramilitary convoy along 
a key highway in Indian- 
controlled Kashmir, security 
officiaIs said. It was one of 
the deadliestcarbombings 
in the disputed region's his¬ 
tory. 

Officials said a local Kash¬ 
miri milita nt ra mmed a n ex- 
plosive-laden van into the 
convoy, targeting a bus 
carrying at least 35 soldiers. 
Senior police officer 
Muneer Ahmed Khan said 
the attack occurred as the 
convoy reached southern 
Lethpora town on the out¬ 
skirts of the ma in c ity of Sri- 
nagar. He said the bus was 
destroyed and at least five 
other vehicles were dam¬ 
aged by the blast. 

Sanjay Sharma, a spokes¬ 


man for India's paramili¬ 
tary Central Reserve Po¬ 
lice Force, said many of 
the injured were in critical 
condition. 'The blastwasso 


powerful that one cannot 
recognize whether the ve¬ 
hicle was a bus or a truck. 
Just pieces of mangled 
steel remain of the vehicle," 


he said. 

Videos circulated by lo¬ 
cal news groups showed 
ambulances rushing to the 
site and people running as 


smoke billowed from the 
damaged vehicles. Debris 
and body parts littered the 
road. 

Authorities closed the high¬ 
way following the blast. 
Police officerKhan said sol¬ 
diers and counterinsurgen¬ 
cy police reinforcements 
were deployed in the area 
and were conducting 
searches. 

The Greater Kashmir news¬ 
paper reported that mili¬ 
tant group J aish-e-Moham- 
med claimed responsibility 
forthe attack. 

A pre-recorded nine-min¬ 
ute video, circulated on 
social media sites, showed 
the purported attacker in 
combat clothes and sur¬ 
rounded by guns and gre¬ 
nades. 

Later Thursday, thousands 
of people, chanting slo¬ 
gans such 'Go India, go 
back,"marched to the mili¬ 
ta nt's village in solidarity. 

□ 


Ahead of Nigeria election, opposition allegesghostvoteis 



Nigerian women attend an inter-faith prayer rally organized by 
the Reedom and J uslice Ratty in Abuja, Nigeria, Thursday Feb. 


Associated Press 


By RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
ABU)A, Nigeria (AP) — Ni¬ 
geria's main opposition 
party charged Thursday 
that the election commis¬ 
sion has kept more than 1 
million ghost voters on the 
national register, raising 
fears of vote rigging ahead 
of Saturday's presidential 
election. 

The electoral commission 
"did not in fact do a clean¬ 
up of the register of voters" 
before publishing it, Uche 
Second us, chairman of the 
opposition People's Demo¬ 
cratic Party, told a news 
conference in the capital, 
Abuja. 

"A sick narrative has 
emerged, one of systemic 
and systematic rigging, 
manipulation of the true re¬ 
cord of the voters' register 
and a cabal you can no 


longer trust with the trajec¬ 
tory and growth of democ¬ 
racy and nation,"he said. 
He also alleged "a coordi¬ 
nated approach to register 
foreigners" as voters. 

The People's Democratic 
Party, whose presidential 
candidate is Atiku Abuba- 
kar, is Nigeria's main op¬ 
position party. Allegations 
of ghost voters are bound 
to raise tensions in what is 
widely seen asa close con¬ 
test between Abubakar, a 
former vice president, and 
President Muhammadu Bu- 
hari. 

The electoral commission 
says 84 million people are 
registered to vote in this 
country of 190 million. 

A spokesman forthe elec¬ 
toral commission did not 
respond to requests for a 
comment. 


The opposition and some 
election observers also 
have expressed concern 
about military deployments 
in part of southeastern Ni¬ 
geria where separatists a re 
active. 

Buhari and Abubakar re¬ 
newed a pledge for a 
peaceful poll on Wednes¬ 
day. Both leaders vowed 
to contribute to a free and 
fairelection in Africa's most 
populous country and re¬ 
frain from "religious incite¬ 
ment" orethnic profiling. 
The push forcandidatesto 
publicly renew their peace 
vow, first made in Decem¬ 
ber, picked up in recent 
days after the governor of 
Kaduna state declared on 
television that anyone who 
came to Nigeria to inter¬ 
vene in the election "would 
go back in body bags" 


14, 2019. 


Buhari was elected to his 
first tern in 2015, the first 
time in Nigerian history that 
an opposition party demo¬ 
cratically won power, and 
his first few months in office 


were full of optimism. 

But his government now 
faces widespread discon¬ 
tent over rising unemploy- 
mentand insecurity in some 
parts of the countryO 
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Neglect; min threatening 'Sstine Chapel of the Andes' 



By CARLOS VALDEZ 
CURAHUARA DE CARAN- 
GAS> Bolivia (AP) — A but¬ 
tress supporting an adobe 
wall has collapsed and 
grass overgrows the pa¬ 
tio of the four-century-old 
church whose dazzling 
murals depicting biblical 
scenes and remote loca¬ 
tion high atop a Bolivian 
plateau have earned it the 
nickname the "Sstine Cha¬ 
pel of the Andes." 
Abandonment and heavy 
rains are threatening one 
of the continent's oldest 
churches in Curahuara de 
Carangas, an impover¬ 
ished Ayma ra town in 0 ruro 
province that saw many of 
its residents migrate to big¬ 
ger cities in past decades, 
a flow that disrupted the 
traditional, communal sys¬ 
tem for maintaining the 
church. 

"Each ayllu (indigenous 
community) had their sec¬ 
tion of the temple and took 


care of it. The work was col¬ 
lective based on ayni (pre- 
Hispanic communal ser¬ 
vice). That's how it worked 
until the 1980s Migration 
has changed customs," 


said historian Carmen Bea- 
triz Loza, head of the heri¬ 
tage unitat Bolivia's Ministry 
of Cultures. "Now the com¬ 
munity expects vertical aid 
from the government." 


enters the local church in Cura- 
Associated Ress 

Dust covering the temple's 
candelabras and furniture 
and the bird droppings 
coating its bell reflect this 
neglect. Heavy rains re¬ 
cently caused one of its 


buttresses to weaken and 
fall. 

Facing an emergency, offi¬ 
cials from the Roman Cath¬ 
olic Church, Bolivia's cul¬ 
ture ministry and the local 
government are planning 
to meetto figure outa plan 
to save the church, built 
between 1570 and 1608. 
While no plan has been 
formalized, two architects 
arrived last week to look at 
the damage and the gov¬ 
ernment hasa responsibility 
to maintain the Curahuara 
church since it is registered 
asa national monument. 
On the outside, the church 
looks like anything but the 
Sistine Chapel in Vatican 
City. Its rough walls of ado¬ 
be and straw give it the 
appearance of a humble, 
rural chapel. But opening 
its doors and entering, one 
is overwhelmed by the bril¬ 
liantly colored paintings 
that cover its walls, ceilings 
and cupula. O 


Venezuela prosecutorto investigate Guaido appointments 



Venezuela' self proclaimed interim piesidentand President of the National Assembly J uan Guai¬ 
do, speaks during a session atthe National Assembly, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Feb. 
13, 2019. 

Associated Ftaess 


Associated Press 
CARACAS Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuela's chief prose¬ 
cutor said "Thursday he has 
launched an investigation 
into opposition leaderj uan 
Guaido's appointment of a 
transitional board of direc¬ 
tors for the state oil com¬ 
pany. 

Atto mey G enera I Ta rek Wil¬ 
liam Saab said the appoint¬ 
ments by Guaido and his 
National Assembly are part 
of an illegal power grab 
backed by foreign govern¬ 
ments. He also said that 
ambassadors of Guaido's 
self-declared interim gov¬ 
ernment are being investi¬ 
gated aspartofthe probe. 
'Clearly, this legislative 
body through criminal 
means pretends to seize 
national powers," Saab 
said in a news conference 
broadcaston state TV, call¬ 
ing the move part of a "cir¬ 
cus." 

Guaido declared last 
month that he has a con¬ 
stitutional right to presi¬ 
dential power as head of 
the opposition-controlled 
National Assembly. He cur¬ 
rently has support from the 
U.S. and about 60countries 


which are urging President 
Nicolas Madura to step 
down. 

Saab said he's looking 
into the board members 
who were designated on 
Wednesday to oversee PD- 
VSA and its Houston-based 
subsidiary Citgo. Guaido 


has also been put under 
investigation and been for¬ 
bidden from leaving the 
country, but has managed 
to avoid a nest. 

The struggle for control 
of Venezuela could now 
come to a potentially vio¬ 
lent head on Feb. 23, when 


Guaido said he will try to run 
c a rava ns of U.S. humanitar¬ 
ian aid a cross the Colombi¬ 
an border into Venezuela. 
The United Statesand other 
countrieswill also send sup¬ 
plies through Brazil and the 
Caribbean island of Cura¬ 
cao. 


Madura has blocked the 
emergency food and 
medicine from entering 
and says that the interven¬ 
tion is part of a U.S. coup 
attempt. 

An oil-rich nation, Venezu¬ 
ela was once among Latin 
America's wealthiest and 
politically stable nations 
However, oil production 
has collapsed to one-third 
of historic output, which 
critics blame on two de¬ 
cades of socialist rule. 

The administration of U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
recently lodged sanctions 
that it says could further 
cripple the country by cut¬ 
ting off an estimated $11 
billion in cash-flow to Mad¬ 
ura's government this year. 
On Thursday, the White 
House said that Trump will 
travel to Florida Interna¬ 
tional University in Miami 
to warn of 'the dangers 
of socialism" in a Monday 
speech in support of Guai¬ 
do. 

Trump is looking to draw a 
contrast with the policies 
of progressive Democrats, 
which he has branded as 
"socialist" a she gearsup for 
re-electionO 
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EAGLE BEACH — It may sound like a boy's adventure movie, but it is actually a 
man's passion event Are you a foodie, do you love the beach and ate you stoked 
about a great cocktail in an ever greater vibe? lhan tune in this coming Sunday 
February 17th at The Beach Bar opposite the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort re¬ 
cently opened and already a hid 

Now back to the pearl of that coming Sunday night, or shall we say rough dia¬ 
mond referring to the top chef who will live prepare yourfood: Ijsbrant Wilbrenninck 
from the Netherlands. He is Dutch, but grew up 
in France where he wastrained the hard way in 
the field ofthe bestchefsin the world. There we 
have it: the French connection. "When I was 14 
years old, I started working in a restaurants kitch¬ 
en. In France you are only to be called a chef 
when you have experience, not only the fancy 
degree from a hospitality management school. 

You need to leam from the maestrosand do it 
forthe passion, notforthe money", Ijsbrant ex¬ 
plains. Exactly that passion is what drives him 
and made him an example for many chefs in 
Europe, he even teaches restaurant kitchens 
in the Netherlands to work with that passion in 
their mind. "Only than you create miracles." Ijs¬ 
brant is a what-you-see-is-what-you get guy, his 
straightforwardness reflects in his delicious dish¬ 
es: pure, honest and different. 




The Egg 

Ijsbrant will cook that night on an egg. Yes, you read it 
well, on a big, green egg. This is the brand name of a 
kamado-style ceramic charcoal barbecue cooker. The 
Egg is a versatile cooking device capable of acting as 
a grill, oven, or smoker. It is perfect for retaining moisture 
and heat within the grill and that is exactly what makes 
the EGG so great!... The ceramic helpskeep the moisture 
in the food forsucculent meatsand food. 

The Food 

The chef has this fusion of French and Dutch cuisine run¬ 
ning through his veins, expressed into his dishes. He uses 
the spices that are familiar to the Dutch kitchen and 
the finesse ofthe French culinary art. This time he will of 
course add some Caribbean flavors, to begin with the in¬ 
gredients as fresh mangos, day-caught shrimpsthatcom- 
bine with homemade tomato salsa and typical French 
Flammkuchen bread. Tapas sized dishes will be on the 
menu, but also main portions are a choice. The Beach 
Barhasan awesome selection of signature cocktails that 
go great with the Green Egg surprisesof chef Ijsbrant. 

This is not your ordinary dinner, this is an experience that is 
topped off with an amazing sunset while you chill on the 
lounge sets with on the background the groovy sounds 
of DJ 'sQ 


EVENT 

4-8 PM The Beach Bar 

(opposite the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort) 

Chef Ijsbrant Wilbrenninck from the Netherlands 


G • • R 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJ ES1AD - We would like to portrait you! By 
inviting you to send us your fovorite vacation 
picture while enjoying our Happy Island. Com¬ 
plete the sentence: Aruba to me is. Send 

your picture with that text (inc luding your name 
and where you ate from) to: news@a tuba today, 
com and we will publish your vacation memory. 
Isn't that a special way to keep your best mo¬ 
ments a live? Please do note: By submitting pho¬ 
tos, text or any other materials^ you give permis¬ 
sion to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated compa¬ 
nies to use said materials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional purposes without 
compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website and 
Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again.Q 
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Playa Linda partners with "Rackfora Rjrpose" 

Donations for ARF Aruba begin to roll on in 



PALM BEACH - Playa Un- 
da Beach Resort recently 
launched its partnership 
with "Pack for a Purpose", 
which encourages travel¬ 
ers to make use of their 
extra luggage space and 
bring needed supplies to 
help support a chosen, lo¬ 
cal foundation. After the 
introduction of the initia¬ 
tive, Playa Unda members 


and guests have respond¬ 
ed with shows of support 
The first donation came in 
January, after the recent 
launch, with visitors from 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Sykes 
and Ms. Misthal, respond¬ 
ing with pet supply dona¬ 
tions for the Aruba Relief 
Foundation (ARF) Aruba. 

Pack for a Purpose car¬ 


ries the message of "make 
your travels meaningful" 
by pairing travellers with 
the needs of community 
projects around the world. 
Since 2010, it has helped 
hundreds of projects in 
places in Africa, Asia, and 
the Caribbean, by focus¬ 
ing in on five general areas: 
education, health, child 
welfare, animal welfare, 



Travel Tips 


£ ieropu&rto InEemadonal 

Reina Beatrix 



1 P When checking! n r you will a (ways n eed your val lid passport, a long with you r tl eke i, 
e-ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries a Visa is also required. 

2. For alt US-bou nd d e pa rtu res, check- in th ree hours before you r sc h ed ul ed departure 
time. 

3 . For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local immigrations* main 
security screening* shopping area and the departure gates. Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service. 

4. For ail Non US departures* check-in may vary between airlines and destinations; 
always consult your airline for more Information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on* there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry In your carry-on luggage. Always check with your airline on IlmitationsH 

7. Always check the weight IImlt of your baggagei excess weight may result in penalty 
fees. 

B. Always label your bag s and su i tea ses with your n a me, ad dress a n d ph one n umber. 

9. Always leave all carry-on items unlocked while passing through screening points to 
not cause delays if these need to be Inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening. It is advisable to put all metal Items In your carry-on luggage 
until you dear security,This will help speed up the process, 

11. Rem owe shoes at c h&ckpolnt an d pi ace 1 n tray fo r x-ray mac hi it e screenl ng + 

12. All electronic items should he placed in tray outside their case for x-ray screening. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-in baggage. When traveling to 
t he US, you have to com ply with the rules a nd regulations of the U.£. Depa rtment of 
Agriculture. More Information htt ps://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint screener to 
Inform them. The documentation is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process. 

1ft. Take note of Inadmissible items such as sharp objects* sporting goods, guns and 
firearms* martial arts and self-defense items* tools, explosive materials, flammable 
Items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 



purpose’- 


and socioeconomic devel¬ 
opment. 

In Aruba, the partnership 
between Playa Linda and 
Pack for a Purpose helps 
facilitate ARF Aruba gain 
much needed supplies, 
including pet food, toys 
and basic medical goods, 
which can fit in the extra 
space in a suitcase, and 
goes directly to help Aru¬ 
ba's street dogs. ARF Aru¬ 
ba works to eliminate the 
street animal population 
through sterilization, adop¬ 
tion, and education. 

Visitors to Aruba are en¬ 
couraged to participate 
by visiting the Pack for a 
Purpose website: https:// 
www. pa c kfora purpose, 
org/destinations/ca rib - 
bean/aruba/playa-linda- 


beach-resort/ where they 
can choose an item or 
items from ARF Aruba's 
specific needs list. Once in 
Aruba, those items can be 
dropped off at the Playa 
Unda Beach Resort, which 
will ensure it gets to ARF 
Aruba. 

"We listened to our mem¬ 
bers and guests, who have 
witnessed stray dogs by the 
resort, and chose a foun¬ 
dation which we thought 
could make the biggest 
difference," explains Playa 
Unda Director of Opera- 
tionsSulaika Kelly. "By work¬ 
ing together, we are able 
to give back in meaningful 
ways and show ourappre- 
ciation forourbeloved Aru¬ 
ban community. Gratitude 
enhances every experi¬ 
ence in life. "□ 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! • 


We re giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and 
table game players 
every 30 minutes 
from 7pm to midnight! 


T ™ 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Bosktn-Robbins 
BRA CASINO Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
1 Q U || efs WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 

more J Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The AAarket 

Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 


Ljomu hivu jnuri i 


_ Open daily lOam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 

CASINO AND SHOPS 583.5000 I casinaalhambra.com 

m ’ mm ' - .. . 


the Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 


EAGLE BEACH —Recently, Kimberiey Rich¬ 
ardson of the Aruba Tourism Authority had 
the gieat pleasure to honor Aruba's loyal 
and friendly visitors as Distinguished Visitor 
and Goodwill Ambassador. The Distinguished 
visHorcertificate is presented on behalf of the 
Ministeroflburism, asa token of appreciation 
to the guests who visit Aruba 10 years and 
mote consecutively. The Goodwill Ambassa- 
dor certificate is presented to guests who visit 
Aruba 20 years and more consecutively. 

The hononeeswene the lovely couple Luis Al¬ 
varez and Ana Galindo from Spain together 
with Richard and Jan Benedict from USA. It 
is incredible to see how Aruba receives so 
many people from so many countries, and 
how they all keep choosing Aruba after so 
many years! 

This group of wonderful people stated that 
they love the island very much, especially 
for its safety, the year-round sunny weather, 
nice sandy beaches, and Aruba'swaim and 
friendly people. 

Ms. Richardson togetherwith the representa- 
tivesofthe Divi Phoenix presented the certifi¬ 
cate to the honorees, and also handed over 
some presents and thanked them for choos¬ 
ing Aruba as their favorite vacation destina¬ 
tion and astheirhome awayfrom homeO 
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Aiuba Maniott celebrates its Carnival Queens 



PALM BEACH, ARUBA - On Riday, February 
8th associates from different departments, 
together with family and fiiends gathered 
at Centro di Bario Noord to cheer fbrtheir 
favorite queen at the Aruba Marriott’s 5th 
Carnival Queen Election. 

The candidates for Carnival Queen 2019 
were Eliysha Browne of Activities Surf Club, 
Xerxia Leon of Food & Beverage Resort, 
Yaneka NugentofFrontDeskOceanClub, 
Juneyda Chayadi of Finance Depart¬ 
ment, Miangela (Mia) Croes of Reserva¬ 


tions, Revenue, Sales & Marketing Depart¬ 
ment, Jasmine Irausquin of Ruth's Chris 
Steak House, and Amandae (Dae) Hereira 
of Loss Prevention Department. 

"The candidatesforMrs. Carnival 2019 were 
Maria Rodriguez of Housekeeping Ocean 
Club, Yazira Feliciana of Stellaris Casino, 
Debbie Mauricio of "At Your Service", and 
Anny Kock of Engineering Surf Club. And 
the candidate for LGBTQueen 2019 was 
Kristopher (Kristina) Oehlersof Food & Bev¬ 
erage Resort. 



ifime Gffiet, 

location- Sqaito £r&Mt 


Limited Unique Offer. 

New Vacation 
Equity Plan with no 
maintenance fees 

Fixed Week, 

Fixed Unit, 

and with any check-in day 
of the week 

Fixed President's Week 
Inventory available, 
reasonably priced 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
check-in. 


Call at +297 73! 7195 or Email: hdckoning@eaglcaniba.com JQ0Q f C A N A. 

Or stop by our vacation gaJlcty. 1 )on ‘t m iss out on this unique opportunity 




At the end of a fun filled 
night full of creativity, col¬ 
orful costumes and enter¬ 
taining shows, the judges 
named the following can¬ 
didates the winners of the 
Aruba Marriott Carnival 
Queen Election. 

Carnival Queen Category: 

• Best Make-Up - Jas¬ 

mine Irausquin - Ruth’sChris 
Steak House 

• Best Speech 

Juneyda Chayadi - Fi¬ 
nance Department 

• Best Show - Xerxia 

Leon - Food & Beverage 
Resort 

• Best Costume - Mi¬ 

angela Croes - Reserva¬ 
tions, Revenue, Sales & 
Marketing Department 

• 2nd Runner Up - Xe¬ 
rxia Leon - Food & Bever¬ 
age Resort 

• 1st Runner Up - Mi¬ 
angela Croes - Reserva¬ 
tions, Revenue, Sales & 
Marketing Department 

• Carnival Queen 
2019-Juneyda Chayadi - 
Finance Department 

Mrs. Carnival Category: 

• Best Speech - Yazira 
Feliciana - Stella ris Casino 

• Best Show - Debbie 
Mauricio - At YourService 

• Best Costume - Ma¬ 
ria Rodriguez-Housekeep¬ 
ing Ocean Club 


• 1st Runner Up - Yazi¬ 
ra Feliciana - Stella ris Ca¬ 
sino 

• Mrs. Carnival 2019 - 
Debbie Mauricio - At Your 
Service 

LGBT Carnival Queen Cat¬ 
egory: 

• LGBT Carnival 
Queen 2019 - Kristopher 
(Kristina) Oehlers - Food & 
Beverage Resort 

Aruba Maniott is delighted 
to have hosted another 
successful Aruba Marriott 
Queen Election in order to 
celebrate Aruba’s65th car¬ 
nival with its associates and 
the local community while 
at the same time promote 
equality, diversity and in¬ 
clusion by once more nam¬ 
ing a LGBTCamival Queen 
and opening the election 
to all associates that are 
part of the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) community. 

Marriott is a global hospi¬ 
tality company commit¬ 
ted to putting people first 
and creating a welcoming 
environment of inclusion 
and fairness for all of their 
guestsand associates. This 
includes the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) community, and 
theirfamiliesand allies.Q 
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Darnell VMallace Jr. takes a 
moment before answering a 
question during an interview 
at NASCAR Daytona 500 auto 
racing media day at Day¬ 
tona International Speedway, 
Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2019, in 
Daytona Reach, Fla. 

Associated Press 

Dillon, 
Wallace 
try and 
rekindle 
Daytona 
500 magic 

By DAN GELSTON 
DAYTONA BEACH, Ha. (AP) 

— Austin Dillon would fly 
home from another miser¬ 
able race last year — say, 
a 35th-place finish at Talla¬ 
dega ora 37th atC hie a go- 
land — and try and com¬ 
fort himself with thoughts 
of when he was feeling sky 
high. 

"Every time you have a 
bad race, you're justifying 
it," Dillon said. "Well, we 
won the (Daytona) 500, 
you know." 

Bubba Wallace was the 
feel-good story as the rook¬ 
ie driver who flourished at 
Daytona. He was second 
behind Dillon for the high¬ 
est finish ever in the race for 
a black driver, and threw a 
family reunion on the dais 
when his teary-eyed mom 
and sister era shed the par¬ 
ty. 



Minnesota Timberwolves' Karl-Anthony Towns, left, goes in for a layup as Houston Rockets' Chris Paul defends in the first half of an 
NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2019, in Minneapolis. 


Continued on Rage 22 


Associated Press 
Rage 20 
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Shiffrin 1, Vlhova 1: Slalom to dec ide queen of ski worids 



Slovakia's Petia Vlhova, center, shows her gold medal of the women's giant slalom, flanked by 
silver medal's winner Germany's Viktoria Rebensbutg, left; and bronze medallist UhHed States' 
Mikaela Shrfftin at the alpine ski World Championships in Are, Sweden, Ihuisday, Feb. 14, 2019. 

Associated ness 


By SIEVE DOUGLAS 
AP Sports Vttiter 
ARE, Sweden (AP) — M ika e- 

la Shiffrin 1, Petra Vlhova 1: 
Overto the slalom to deter¬ 
mine who is the queen of 
the skiing world champion¬ 
ships. 

Vlhova won the latest 
episode of what is rapidly 
emerging asthe biggest fe¬ 
male rivalry in the sport by 
capturing gold in the giant 
slalom on Thursday to be¬ 
come Slovakia's first world 
champion. 

Coping best in winds that 
reached 70 kph (43.5 mph) 
amid unseasonably mild 
temperatures in central 
Sweden, Vlhova used her 
size and powerto negate a 
0.19-second deficit to Vik¬ 
toria Rebensburg after the 
first run and beat the Ger¬ 
man by 0.14 seconds. 
Shiffrin took bronze to add 
to the gold medal she won 
in the super-G on the open¬ 
ing day of competition. 
Asked if the slalom on Sat¬ 
urday will determine the 
best female ski racer of 
the championships, Vlhova 
— the gold medal round 
her neck — leaned back 
on the sofa, made herself 
comfortable, and had a 
twinkle in hereye. 

'We will see on Saturday, 
she said, "but sure it will be 
a good fight with Miki." 


Aged 23 like Shiffrin, Vlhova 
is proving to be the biggest 
threat to the American's 
dominance of Alpine ski¬ 
ing. The Slovakian is the 
only racerto beat Shiffrin in 
slalom this season and she 
also won two giant slaloms 
on the World Cup circuit re¬ 
cently — tying with Shiffrin 
in the final GS before the 
worlds 

This win, which added to 
the silver she won in the Al¬ 
pine combined on Friday, 
tookherto a new level. 


"Finally," Vlhova said, "I 
showed to everyone who is 
Petra from Slovakia." 

Shiffrin knows a bout her, all 
rig ht. 

"It's motivation," she said. 
"It's inspiring in some ways" 
Shiffrin said she lost some 
self-belief once she saw the 
conditions in the morning, 
when it rained for the sec¬ 
ond straight day to add to 
the strong windsthatforced 
organizers once again to 
shorten the course. 

There was already added 


external pressure on the 
American after she chose 
to skip the combined — 
to the surprise of some, in¬ 
cluding Lindsey Vonn — to 
preserve energy for the gi¬ 
ant slalom and slalom. The 
careful planning didn't pay 
off. 

Shiffrin was 0.44 seconds off 
Rebensburg's lead follow¬ 
ing the first run, after which 
she acknowledged that 
she struggled to get a "re¬ 
sponse from the surface." 
It meant, she said, that she 


skied "a little too safe." 
Determined to ski more ag¬ 
gressively in the second leg 
under floodlights, Shiffrin 
turned in only the sixth fast¬ 
est run and ended up hap¬ 
py just to claim third place 
for her sixth world champi¬ 
onship medal — justtwo off 
the American record held 
by Vonn. 

'Coming away tonight 
with a bronze, after a gold 
in super-G, is very much a 
dream come true," Shiffrin 
said. 

It was so windy ahead of 
the second run that orga¬ 
nizers removed the ban¬ 
ner above the finishing 
line. Shiffrin said the gusts 
pushed her backward at 
the starting gate. 

Vlhova, taller and more ro¬ 
bust than Shiffrin, relished 
the conditions She even 
overcame crashing into a 
gate in between the sec¬ 
ond and third checkpoints 
of the second run, which 
saw herbriefly lose control. 
Racing second to last, she 
leaned backand clenched 
her fists after beating the 
time of Shiffrin. Then she 
put her handsto her head 
when Rebensburg crossed 
the line with the second- 
best time even though the 
2010 Olympic champion 
had a lead of 0.40seconds 
at the third checkpoint.^ 


Five-time winnerWebb 2 strokes behind at Australian Open 



InthisJ une 27,2018, file photo, Kanie Webb, of Australia, watch¬ 
es hertee shot on the 17th hole during a practice round forthe 
KPMG Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Kemper 
Lakes Golf Course in lake 2Lirich, III. 

Associated Press 


ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) 

Ka me Webb's bid fora sixth 
Women's Australian Open 
title began with a 5-under 
67 at The Grange, leaving 
hertwo strokes behind first- 
round leaders Jodi Ewart 
Shadoffand Wei-Ling Hsu. 
English player Ewart 
Shadoff had a bogey- 
free 65 in calm morning 
weather Thursday, which 
included four consecutive 
birdies from the seventh 
through 10th holes. Hsu 
had it tougher in the after¬ 
noon but still managed five 
back-nine birdies. 

"Perfect conditions ... I hit 
some really close shots and 
holed some good putts," 
Ewart Shadoff said. 'Over- 
a II, I just hit the ba II well." 
Defending champion Jin 
Young Ko was among 
those tied for sixth with a 


68, along with Americans 
Kristen Gillman and Jackie 
Stoelting. 

Former No. 1 Lydia Ko had 
four bogeys in a 71. Current 


No. 1 Ariya J utanugam had 
two double bogeys and 
two bogeys in a 76. British 
veteran Laura Davies shot 
74, along with American 


Morgan Pressel. 

Ewart Shadoff is ranked 
59th in the world and has 
made steady improvement 
in recent years without win¬ 
ning a tournament as a 
professional. She has twice 
represented Europe in the 
Solheim Cup. 

The 44-year-old Webb 
played just eight tourna¬ 
ments last yea rand missed 
the cut in the U.S. Open 
and British Open. 

Webb has not played full¬ 
time since 2017. She spent 
four months in Australia last 
yearatherTownsville, north 
Queensland home base, 
and when she teed it up 
last week in Ban/von Heads 
in the Vic Open, it was her 
first competitive outing for 
almost eight months. 

Webb, who finished tied 
for third with Madelene 


Sagstrom and Bronte Law, 
started on the back nine 
Thursday and was4-under 
through eight holes. Her 
only bogey came on the 
par-4 sixth hole. 

"It's not easy to get off to a 
good start and be in posi¬ 
tion from day one and not 
feel like you're catching up 
on Friday," Webb said. "I hit 
some good shots and saw 
some puttsgo in, so I felt re¬ 
ally comfortable there for 
about 11 holes. 

'Then it got a little scratchy 
there through the middle. 
But I hung in there a nd ma n- 
aged to birdie the eighth, 
which was my second-last 
hole, which is a nice way 
to finish. I made the most of 
the opportunities! had." 
Webb won previous Aus¬ 
tralian Opens in 2000, 2002, 
2007, 2008and 20140 













WDM 


SPORTS I A19 


FRIDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2019 


APsource: Alliance had 
conveisation with 
Kaepemick 


By BARRY WILNER 
APPro Football Writer 

A person with knowledge 
of the conversation tells 
The Associated Press that 
the new Alliance of Ameri¬ 
can Football spoke with 
Colin Kaepemick during its 
development about join¬ 
ing the league. 

But Kaepemick wanted 
$20 million or more to 
consider playing with the 
league that had its debut 
last weekend. 

Ihe person spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity Thursday 
because neither side has 
publicly acknowledged 
sue h ta Iks. 

The Alliance says its mission 
is to provide opportunities 
for players not in the NFL 
to continue their careers, 
with a possibility they could 
entice NFL teams to sign 
them once the AAF season 
concludes at the end of 
April. The league also ap¬ 
proached Tim Tebow, who 
said he wanted to con¬ 
tinue pursuing his baseball 
career. Tebow currently is 
in the New York Mets 1 spring 
training camp. 

A message from the AP to 
Kaepemick's representa¬ 
tives was not immediately 
answered. 

Kaepemick, then with 
the San Francisco 49ers, 
helped start a wave of 
protests about social and 
racial injustice in 2016 by 


kneeling during the nation¬ 
al anthem at games. He 
ha snot played the last two 
seasonsand hasbroughta 
lawsuit against the NFL for 
collusion to keep him out of 
the league. 

He also fits the description 
for potential Alliance play¬ 
ers, though his contract 
demands don't fit with the 
league's financial structure. 
After a II, the AAF is entering 
its second weekend. 

Players earn $225,000 over 
three years in the Alliance, 
but they also are free be¬ 
ginning in May to pursue 
NFLcareers. 

Should they not catch on 
there, they are obligated 
to return to the AAF next 
season. 

More than 80 percent of Al¬ 
liance players spent some 
time in an NFLcamp oron 
a roster. None is a star: the 
rare NFL first-round draft 
pick in the AAF is Birming¬ 
ham running back Trent 
Richardson, who flamed 
out with the Browns and 
Colts, but who league co¬ 
founder Bill Polian, a Pro 
Football Hall of Fame ex¬ 
ecutive, says could be 'fast 
approaching" stardom in 
the Alliance after his strong 
debut. 

It's uncertain if Kaeper- 
nick ever will play football 
again, but at his asking 
price, the only place would 
be the NFLQ 
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In this Oct 11, 2018, file photo, former NFL football quarterback Colin Kaepemick attends the 
W.E.B. Du Bois Medal ceremonies at Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass. 
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"FWolves overcome Harden's 
42 to top Houston 121-111 
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Houston Rockets? J ames Harden, left; shoots as Minnesota Tim- 
berwolves' Luo I Deng defends in the second half of an NBA bas¬ 
ketball game, Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2019, in Minneapolis 

Associated ness 


By The Assoc iated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — J eff 

Teague scored 27 points, 
Karl-Anthony Towns had 25 
and the Minnesota limber- 
wolves overcame James 
Harden's 42 points to beat 
the Houston Rockets 121- 
111 on Wednesday night. 
Harden had his31stconsec- 
utive game with 30 or more 
points, tying Wilt Chamber- 
lain for the second-longest 
streak in league history. 
"The NBA's leading scorer 
passed the 30-point mark 
on his 15th four-point play 
of the season, getting J osh 
Okogie in the air with one 
of his trademark step-back 
3s to put Houston up 74-67 
midway through the third. 
Okogie had 16 points and 
sparked the fimberwolves 
to retake the lead with an 
18-2 run. The rookie had a 
breakaway dunk and a 
3-pointer to give Minne¬ 
sota a 77-74 lead, but he 
brought some of the big¬ 
gest cheers of the night 
with an emphatic block on 
Harden's 3-point attempt 
with 3:40 to play. 

After being stripped by 
Okogie a few plays ear¬ 
lier, Harden stepped back 
again behind the arc to 
attempt the 3. This time, 
the ball didn't even leave 
his hand before Okogie 
leaped forward and stuffed 
it, bringing the crowd to its 
feet. 

NETS 148, CAVAUERS 139, 
30T 

CLEVELAND (AP) 
D'Angelo Russell scored 14 
of his 36 points in the third 
overtime and Brooklyn out¬ 
lasted Cleveland. 


DeMarre Carroll's despera¬ 
tion 3-pointer at the buzzer 
of the second overtime 
tied the game, and Nets 
carried the momentum into 
the third extra session. 
Russell, who is headed 
to play in his first All-Star 
Game, had two points in 
the first half and scored 
Brooklyn's first 11 points in 
third overtime, including 
two 3-pointers. 

Joe Harris scored 25 points 
and Carroll had 18 as the 
Nets improved to 30-29 — 
above .500 at the All-Star 
break forthe first time since 
2012-13. 

Jordan Clarkson scored a 
career-high 42 points for 
Cleveland. Collin Sexton 
had 24 points and Mar- 
quese Chrissadded 23. 
TRAIL BLAZERS 129, WAR¬ 
RIORS 107 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
Damian Lilia rd scored 
29 points and Portland 
snapped Golden State's 
five-game winning streak 
with a chippy victory that 
included the late ejection 
of Warriors coach Steve 
Kerr. 

Jake Layman added 17 
points off the bench for 
the Blazers, who had eight 
players in double figures. 
"The win snapped a two- 
game skid. 

Kevin Durant and Stephen 
Curry each had 32 points 
forthe Warriors, who rested 
DeMarcus Cousins follow¬ 
ing a victory at home over 
Utah the night before. 
Portland led 110-103before 
Golden State's Draymond 
Green was called fora fla¬ 
grant foul on 7a ch Collins 


with 3:54 left. Kerr reacted 
angrily, throwing his clip¬ 
board to court and yelling 
at the officials before he 
was ejected. 

RAPTORS 129, WIZARDS 120 

TORONTO (AP) — Pas¬ 
cal Siakam scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 44 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds, OG 
Anunoby scored a career- 
best 22 points, and Toronto 
beat Washington forits sixth 
stra ig ht win. 

Serge Ibaka had 10 points 
and 13 rebounds, and Kyle 
Lowry had 14pointsand 13 
assists as the Raptors used 
a big third quarterto over¬ 
come a 12-point deficit 
and post their fifth straight 
victory over the struggling 
Wizards J eremy Un played 
25 minutes in his Toronto 
debut after signing earlier 
in the day. He was recent¬ 
ly waived by the Atlanta 
Hawks. 

Toronto won without All- 
Star Kawhi Leonard, who 
sat for the second time in 
four games because of a 
sore left knee. Leonard also 
missed last Thursday's win at 
Atlanta. Coach Nick Nurse 
said he would't mind if 
Leonard played in Sunday's 
AII-StarGame in Charlotte. 
Bradley Beal scored 28 
points, Jeff Green had 23 
and Jabari Parker 22 as 
Washington lost forthe fifth 
time in seven games. 
NUGGETS 120, KINGS 118 
DENVER (AP) — Nikola 
Jokic tipped in a basket 
with less than a second 
remaining, Isaiah Thomas 
hit two big 3-pointers in his 
long-awaited Denver de¬ 
but and the Nuggets held 


off Sacramento. 

J okic finished with 20 points, 
18 rebounds and 11 assists 
for his 28th career triple¬ 
double, and Paul Millsap 
matched a season high 
with 25 points as Denver 
overcame a 17-point first- 
half defic it. 

Down six late, the Kingstied 
it on Buddy Hield's layup 
with 15.1 seconds. After a 
timeout, J okic went to work 
down low, missing his first 
shot attempt before tip¬ 
ping it in. Hield's last-gasp 
3-pointer was off the mark 
at the buzzer. 

Thomas proclaimed his sur¬ 
gically repaired hip good 
to go prior to the game 


and was anxious to step 
backonto the court. He re¬ 
ceived a standing ovation 
when he entered the game 
late in the first quarter. 
76ERS126, KNIC KS 111 
NEW YORK (AP) — Joel Em- 
biid had 26 points, 14 re- 
boundsand one flying leap 
overan award-winning ac¬ 
tress into the crowd, and 
Philadelphia handed New 
Yo rk its 18th stra ig ht lo ss. 
Tobias Harris scored 25 
points and Ben Simmons 
had 18 for the 76ers, who 
bounced back from their 
112-109 home lossto Boston 
on Tuesday, sending them¬ 
selves into the All-Star break 
with a 37-21 record.Q 
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Ducks top Canucks 
1-0 in Munay's debut 
to end losing streak 



Anaheim Ducks goaltender Kevin Boyle, lei); deflects the puck as teammate Josh Manson and 
Vancouver Canucks' Bo Horvatwatch during the thiid period of an NHL hockey game Wednes¬ 
day, Feb. 13, 2019, in Anaheim, Calif, the Ducks won 1-0. 

Associated ness 


By DAN GREENSPAN 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — A 

fresh start was exactly what 
the Anaheim Ducks need¬ 
ed. 

Kevin Boyle made 35 
saves in his first career start 
and the Ducks beat the 
Vancouver Canucks 1-0 
Wednesday night in gen¬ 
eral managerBob Murray's 
firstgame as interim coach. 
Jakob Silfverberg scored to 
help Ana heim end a seven- 
game losing streak, a skid 
which prompted Murray to 
fire coach Randy Carlyle 
on Sunday and take over 
forthe rest of the season. 
The 64-year-old Murray had 
never coached profession¬ 
ally at any level but got 
the response he had been 
looking for, with Silfverberg 
scoring 6:30 into the first pe¬ 
riod to give the Ducks their 
first lead since getting the 
opening goal in a 5-1 loss 
at St. Louis on J an. 23. 

"If you look at it, it wasn't 
a clean game from us," 
Silfverberg said. 'We can 
always improve, but at 


the same time we'll take a 
win however it looks right 
now. Hopefully this will get 
a huge load off our back 
and we can start building 
off this." 

Anaheim didn't offer much 
aesthetically, generat¬ 
ing one shot during three 
power-play opportunities 
and often struggling to 
cleanly get the puck out of 
its own zone. But the Ducks 
did play with a feisty edge 
throughout the increasingly 
chippy game, showing the 
emotion and pushback 
Murray believed had been 
lacking asthey dropped 19 
of their previous 21 games 
to plummet into last place 
in the Western Conference. 
Veteran forward Ryan Kes- 
lergot into a fight with J osh 
Leivo less than two minutes 
after Silfverberg scored, 
and Ducks captain Ryan 
Getzlaf scrapped with Erik 
Gudbranson in the second 
period. 

Silfverberg felt the Ducks 
channeled that passion in 
the right way to eam their 


first victory since a road win 
overNewJ ersey onj an. 19. 
"Emotion is something 
we've been kind of miss¬ 
ing, but at the same time 
you got to do it the right 
way," Silfverberg said. 'You 
can't just go out there and 
try to look to run guys over 
cause then you're going to 
be spend ing the rest of the 
game in the penalty box 
and you're not going to 
have any fun." 


Murray certainly seemed to 
be making the most of his 
unexpected time on the 
bench, offering a sheepish 
grin when he was shown 
on camera to start the 
game. Despite delegating 
tasks such as line changes 
to assistants Mark Morrison 
and Marty Wilford, Murray 
admitted the game was 
much faster from his new 
vantage point after years 
of watching from up high. 


"I always told you it's very 
easy upstairs, but it was 
good," Murray said. "I en¬ 
joyed being around the 
guys and, again, tonight 
everything was positive so 
it waseasier." 

It helped that Murray 
had the benefit of Boyle, 
a 26-year-old undrafted 
rookie, joining J ohn Gibson 
asthe second Ducksgoalie 
to record a shutout in his 
first NHLstart.Q 


Koivu totally confident 
in return from AC L surgery 


In this Jan. 23, 2019, file photo, Minnesota Wild center Mikko 
Kbivu questions a call with a referee in the second period of an 
NHLhockey game againstthe Colorado Avalanche, in Denver. 

Associated Ftess 


By DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Sports Writer 

Leaning on his crutches, just 
six d a ys a fte r rec o nstruc tive 
surgery on his right knee, 
Mikko Koivu was asked if 
he had concern about his 
ability to return to the Min¬ 
nesota Wild next season at 
age 36. 

J ust as if he were corralling 
a puckwitha quickflickof 
his stick on a faceoff, Koivu 
did n't flinch. 

'Yes, I'm totally confident. 

I think those are just num¬ 
bers," Koivu said. "I think it's 
about your effort, the way 
you take care of yourself 
on and off the ice, and at 
the end, it's going to be a 
battle. But if you're strong 
enough, you're going to be 
able to do it." 

Koivu's determination and 


strength has never been in 
doubt, but the tom anterior 
cruciate ligament and me¬ 
niscus cartilage he suffered 
in a game at Buffalo on 
Feb. 5 hasraised a question 
about the Wild captain's 
future considering this ma¬ 
jor late-career injury. Koivu 
will enter the final year of 
his contract this summer, 
with a $5.5 million charge 
againstthe salary cap. 
Factoring in the typicalACL 
recovery timetable, the 
chance is slim that Koivu will 
be ready to join histeam- 
matesforon-ice drills at the 
start of training camp. 

"I think it's too early to talk 
about it too much, but 
that's definitely my goal," 
Koivu said Thursday after 
the Wild's practice, his first 
public comments since the 


collision with Sabres for¬ 
ward Tage Thompson . 
Receiving medical clear¬ 
ance forthe 2019-20 sea¬ 
son opener will be an ad¬ 
ditionally hefty challenge, 
but Koivu, who wasdrafted 
sixth overall in 2001 by the 
Wild out of Finland and 
has topped the franchise 
leaderboards in several 
statistical categories over 
his 14-year career, cast his 
fa miliar steely gaze toward 
the daunting rehabilitation 
that's a head. 

"It's a fact that this knee will 
be stronger than I've ever 
experienced," Koivu said. 
'The rest of it is up to me." 
The Wild are just 1-4-2 this 
month and 1-3 without 
Koivu, currently clinging to 
the eighth and final post¬ 
season spot in the Western 


Conference . They host the 
New Jersey Devils on Fri¬ 
day night, the only team 
they've beaten in February. 
'We're going to make the 
playoffs. That's about as 
elaborate as I'm going to 
get," coach Bruce Bou¬ 
dreau said. 'You want me 
to predict how many wins 
we're going to have? Not 
going to happen. But we're 
going to make the play¬ 
offs" 


Joel Eriksson Ek has been 
a productive fill-in over the 
last four games, butKoivu's 
absence requires more 
than simply replacing a 
second-line center. 

"In the locker room, outside 
the locker room. The little 
things of playing against 
every team's top center, 
every faceoff that's impor¬ 
tant, every time you need 
something," Boudreau 
said .□ 
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Austin Dillon, center, talks with reporters during the NASCAR 
Daytona 500 auto racing media day at Daytona International 
Speedway, Wednesday, Feb. 13,2019, in Daytona Beach, Ha. 

Associated Press 


DAYTON 500 
Continued from Rage 17 

A year later, Richard Petty 
Motorsports is still a mid¬ 
pack team scrambling for 
sponsorship and battling fi¬ 
nancial woesthat have put 
the future of the organiza¬ 
tion and Wallace's ride on 
the rocks 

How about a repeat fin¬ 
ish at Daytona? Even the 
25-year-old Wallace isn't 
convinced it's in the cards 
"A lot of people hyped this 
story up coming back as, 
'oh, you are going to do it 
again.' It's like, let's pump 
the brakes," Wallace said. 
"Let's get through the rest 
of the week and let's make 
it to lap 199." 

Dillon and Wallace finished 
1-2 in the kind of finish NAS¬ 
CAR wasbanking on asthe 
genesis of a breakthrough 
season for its youth move¬ 
ment. Dillon put the No. 3 
car made famous by Dale 
Earnhardt back in victory 
lane. He met a kid who 
gave Dillon a lucky penny 
that the drivertaped to the 
dashboard. Wallace took 
a phone call from Hank 
Aaron and rekindled glory 
days with Petty. He starred 
in a docu-series on Face- 
book Watch and the driver 
who has tried to build his 
brand on social media had 
fa ns flocking to him forself- 
ies. 

They were young, raced 
with iconic car numbers, 
and had enough social 
media savvy that could 
potentially attract Genera¬ 
tion Zto a sport in dire need 
of a lift. 

That 1-2 punch morphed 
into a season-long punch 
in the gut. 

The buzz of his biggest win 
sent Dillon to "Live with Kelly 
and Ryan," put him on a 
podcast with Shaq and, 
this week, he toured Disney 
World tin a surprise visit with 
the 12-year-old boy who 
had that penny. 

His post-Daytona results 
were chump change. 

Dillon wascaught up in the 
Chevrolet malaise as series 
drivers struggled in the first 
year of the Camara. And 
Richard Childress Racing, 
which celebrates its 50th 
anniversary this season, 
has slipped to a second- 
tier team unable to consis¬ 
tently compete with NAS 
CAR's heavyweights There 
was no Daytona 500 shine 
— Dillon had just one oth¬ 


er top-five finish and was 
knocked out of the playoffs 
in the first round. He finished 
13th in the standings. 

"I think I'll just respond differ¬ 
ently now if I won it again, 
trying to stay on it each 
and every week," Dillon 
said. "But you've still got to 
have the car capable of 
doing it and the speed out 
there each week to finish 
where you would like to fin¬ 
ish, and that's first." 

'The GreatAmerican Race" 
is sprinkled with winners 
who neveragain achieved 
the heights set on their 
greatestday. TrevorBayne. 
Derrike Cope. Pete Ham¬ 
ilton. Ward Burton. Dillon 
would rather become the 
fourth driverto win consec¬ 
utive Daytona 500s. Petty 
(1973-1974) and Cale Yar¬ 
borough (1983-1984) both 
won two straight Daytona 
500s, and no driver ha shad 
his name etched on the 
Harley J. Earl Trophy two 
straight years since Sterling 
Marlin (1994-95). 

"It seems like a hard thing to 
do," Dillon said. 'This place 
is not easy to win at. That's 
why it's so special, and so 
many people haven't won 
here." Wallace's season un¬ 
raveled almost as soon as 
the last piece of confetti 
was swept at Daytona. He 
failed to post another top- 
five finish and finished a 
woeful 28th in the stand¬ 
ings in the No. 43 Chevy. 


His rotation of sponsors 
were straight out of a late- 
night infomercial, with at 
least a dozen (Pioneer Re¬ 
cords Management, Mile 
22) on the hood of the 43. 
Wallace has headphone 
company AfterShokz as his 
primary sponsor in Sunday's 
race. 

Dillon and Wallace each 
have new crew chiefs for 
2019. RPM promoted lead 
engineer Derek Stamets to 
replace Drew Blickensder- 
fer and RCR had Danny 
Stockman replace Justin 
Alexanderon the pit box. 
Dillon wasn't much of a 
factorin last year's race un¬ 
til the final lap in overtime 
when he got a push from 
Wallace that nudged him 
closer to leader Aric Almi- 
rola. Dillon spun Almirola, 
then zipped to the lead to 
win a race, a trophy and 
eventually some lessons 
learned on how to handle 
the magnitude of NAS 
CAR's marquee weekend. 
"It was definitely hard be¬ 
ing a first time winner last 
year and juggling every¬ 
thing that comes along 
with it, but I would never 
throw that away," Dillon 
said. "It's a championship 
in itself winning here, so it 
feels pretty dang good. But 
you've got to refocus at 
some point, and I think our 
team put together a really 
good championship effort 
in the final 10 races'O 




In this Sunday Feb. 3, 2019 photo provided by SailGP, SailGP 
USA Team, left and SailGP Australia Team practice side to side 
in Sydney. 

Associated Press 

high-tech SailGP senes 
hits the water on Sydney 
Harbour 


SYDNEY (AP) — Boats skip¬ 
pered by Australian Olym¬ 
pic gold medalists Nathan 
Outteridge and Tom Sling- 
sby are among the favor¬ 
ites in the inaugural SailGP 
races starting on Sydney 
Harbouron Friday. 

A fleet of six super-charged 
F50 catamarans capable 
of reaching speeds up to 
90 kilometers per hour (55 
mph) will represent differ¬ 
ent nations in the two-day, 
six- race event, with Sling- 
sby leading the Australian 
boat and Outteridge the 
J apanese entry. 

"Nathan is the favorite but 
I'm confident in our team 
and I think we can beat 
him if we do our job," Sling- 
sby said Thursday. 

SailGP is the sailing league 
founded by tech billionaire 
Larry Ellison and five-time 
America's Cup winner Rus¬ 
sell Coutts. It features many 
of the world's top sailors 
racing 50-foot, wing-sailed 
catamarans that fly across 
the top of waves on hy¬ 
drofoils. Teams will com¬ 
pete at five tour stops, with 
the finale being a winner- 
take-all, $1 million match 
race between the top two 
teams to crown the 2019 
champion. 

Unlike in the America'sCup, 
all the boats are identical. 
Crews won't be allowed to 
make changes without ap¬ 
proval of the measurement 


team. 

The boats will meet in five 
races in Sydney with the 
two highest-scoring boats 
facing off against each 
other in Saturday after¬ 
noon's final. 

"I love how everyone keeps 
saying were the favorites, 
all of the guys up here 
have got incredible talent," 
Outteridge said at the skip¬ 
per's media conference on 
Thursday. 

New Tea lander Phil Robert¬ 
son, skipperof the Chinese 
entry, said no one is sure 
what to expect. 

"It's a pretty daunting 
thought, to be honest, lin¬ 
ing up on Sydney Harbour 
for the first time with six 
boats going at the speeds 
that these boats do," Rob¬ 
ertson said. The otherthree 
tea ms will be skippered by 
nationals: Britain by 49er 
class world champion 
Dylan Fletcher, France by 
Nacra 17 world champion 
Billy Besson and the United 
States by Rome Kirby of 
Newport, Rhode Island, 
who a Iso sa iled with O ra c le 
Team USA in the 2013 Amer¬ 
ica's Cup. After Sydney, the 
tour stops in San Francisco 
on May 4-5; New York on 
June 21-22; Cowes, Eng¬ 
land, on Aug. 10-11; and 
Marseille, France, on Sept. 
20-22 for the finale that will 
include the winner-take-all 
$1 million match raceO 
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Semenya appeal case mixes sc ience, sports, gender politics 



In this file photo dated Sunday, Sept 9,2018, CasterSemenya of South Africa crosses the finish line 
to win the women's 800 meteis for Afiica, at the IAAF track and field Continental Cup in Ostrava, 
Czech Republic. 

Associated Press 


By GRAHAM DUNBAR 
AP Sports Writer 
GENEVA (AP) — Caster 
Semenya's running future 
will be decided by three 
judges starting next week 
in a landmark case that 
will challenge science and 
genderpolitics 
The two-time Olympic 
800-meter champion from 
South Africa is looking to 
overturn eligibility rules for 
hyperandrogenic athletes 
proposed by track and 
field's governing body. Ihe 
IAAF wants to require wom¬ 
en with naturally elevated 
testosterone to lower their 
levels by medication be¬ 
fore being allowed to com¬ 
pete in world-class races 
from 400 meters to one 
mile. 

"She looks forward to re¬ 
sponding to the IAAF at the 
upcoming hearing," Seme¬ 
nya's lawyers in Johannes¬ 
burg, Norton Rose Fulbright, 
said Thursday in a state¬ 
ment. "She asks that she 
be respected and treated 
as any other athlete: Her 
genetic gift should be cel¬ 
ebrated, not discriminated 
against." 

A scheduled five-day ap¬ 
peal case starting Monday 
is among the longest ever 
heard by the Court of Ar¬ 
bitration for Sport. The ver¬ 
dict, expected next month, 
could also be among the 
most ethically controversial 
in the sports court's 35-year 
history. 

The panel of three CAS 
judgescould decide based 
only on science: Can the 
IAAF prove women with 


Differences of Sexual De¬ 
velopment (DSD) get a sig¬ 
nificant performance ad¬ 
vantage from male levels 
of testosterone. 

The IAAF insists no woman is 
being reclassified as male, 
and it "makes no judgment 
about gender or sexual 
identity." 

"(The rules) are about lev¬ 
elling the playing field to 
ensure fair and meaningful 
competition in the sport of 
athletics where success is 
determined by talent, ded¬ 
ication and hard work rath¬ 
er than other contributing 
factors," IAAF president Se¬ 
bastian Coe said last year. 
Still, Semenya's case has 
been championed by Unit¬ 
ed Nations human rights 


experts and women's sport 
activists , led by Billie J ean 
King, who see potential 
abuse and discrimination in 
the track federation's pro¬ 
posal. 

As for the science, lawyers 
forSemenya will call expert 
witnesses from the United 
States and her native South 
Africa to disc red it the lAAF's 
research. The evidence 
could help deliver a sec¬ 
ond lossforthe IAAF at CAS 
on an issue that has flared 
for a decade and cast a 
shadow on Semenya's ca¬ 
reer. 

In 2009, the 18-year-old 
prodigy won her first world 
championship title in the 
800 meters, finishing in 1 
minute, 55.45 seconds to 


become the third fastest 
woman this century. Hours 
before the race in Berlin, 
it emerged that the IAAF 
had asked forSemenya to 
undergo a genderverifica- 
tion test. 

The IAAF introduced Hyper- 
androgenism Regulationsin 
2011 to replace the gender 
policy with guidance limit¬ 
ing women to serum levels 
of natural testosterone be¬ 
low 10 nanomoles per liter 
of blood. Semenya then 
finished second in the 800 
at the 2012 London Olym- 
picsin 1:57.23, butwaslater 
upgraded to gold afterthe 
original winnerwasdisqual- 
ified for doping. 

The lAAF's regulations were 
later blocked by Indian 


sprinter Dutee Chand, who 
won a CAS verdict in 2015 
. Three judges, including 
Canadian professor Rich¬ 
ard McLaren, said the IAAF 
did not prove hyperandro¬ 
genic women gained a 
significantadvantage, and 
invited the governing body 
to submit new evidence. 
While the rules were sus¬ 
pended, Semenya won a 
second Olympic title at the 
2016Rio deJaneiro Games 
in 1:55.28 — more than four 
seconds faster than her 
best times in the previous 
two seasons. 

The IAAF published its re¬ 
search in a British medical 
journal in 2017, using data 
from athletes at the 2011 
and 2013 world champion¬ 
ships. 

It claimed 7.1 in every 1,000 
elite female athletes had 
elevated testosterone lev¬ 
els, 140 times higher than 
the general population. 
This helped give a sup¬ 
posed performance ad¬ 
vantage of 1.8 to 4.5 per¬ 
cent in events from 400 to 
1,500 meters. 

The proposed solution was 
requiring women to medi¬ 
cate — likely with contra¬ 
ceptive pills — to bring 
testosterone levels below 
5 nmol/L for at least six 
months before competing 
at elite events such as the 
Olympics, world champion¬ 
ships or Diamond League 
meets. 

"No athlete will be forced to 
undergo surgery,"said IAAF 
medical adviser Stephane 
Bermon, who co-wrote the 
research.^ 


MLS extends c omm ss oner 
Gather's contract through 2023 


NEW YORK (AP) — Major 
League Soccer Commis¬ 
sioner Don Garber's con¬ 
tract has been extended 
by league owners for five 
yea is through 2023. 
Garber's previous contract 
expired at the end of 2018. 
He was hired in August 
1999 to succeed Doug 
Logan, MLS's first commis¬ 
sioner. 

Garber, 61, spent 15 years 
with the NFL He wassenior 


vice president of its inter¬ 
national division when he 
was recruited for MLS by 
Robert Kraft and Lamar 
Hunt, owners of teams in 
both leagues Garber was 
inducted into the U.S. Na¬ 
tional Soccer Hall of Fame 
la st year. 

Under his leadership, MLS 
has more than doubled in 
size from 12 to 27 teams 
and helped develop a 
boom in soccer stadium 


construction in the U.S. and 
Canada. MLS teams have 
20 soccer specific stadi¬ 
ums, up from just the one 
in Columbus, Ohio, when 
Garber joined MLS, and 
Minnesota's Allianz Field 
opens this year. 

Additional stadiums are 
planned for Austin, Texas; 
Cincinnati; Columbus; Mi¬ 
ami; and Na shville, Tennes¬ 
see. G a rber'snew deal was 
announced Thursday.Q 



In this J an. 15,2019, file photo. Major league SoccerCommis- 
sioner Don Garberannounces that Austin will be an expansion 
franchise forthe 2021 season, in Austin, Texas. 

Associated Press 
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This Tuesday, J uly 19, 2016, file photo shows the Google logo at 
the company's headquarters in Mountain View, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Google to invest 
$13 billion in new U.& 
offices, data centeis 


By RACHELLERMAN 
AP Tec hnology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google plans to invest 
more than $13 billion this 
year on new and expand¬ 
ed data centers and of¬ 
fices a cross the U.S. 

CEO Sundar Pic ha i an¬ 
nounced the news in a 
blog post Wednesday , 
emphasizing the com¬ 
pany's growth outside its 
Mountain View, California, 
home and across the Mid¬ 
west and South. 

"2019 marks the second 
yearin a row we'll be grow¬ 
ing faster outside of the 
(San Francisco) Bay Area 
than in it,"he wrote. 

Google will build new data 
centers in Nevada, Tex¬ 
as, Oklahoma, Nebraska, 
Ohio, South Carolina and 
Virginia. Pic ha i estimated 


the construction ofthe new 
centers will employ 10,000 
workers 

It makes good political 
sense for Google to high¬ 
light its expansions outside 
coastal cities, said CFRA 
Research analyst Scott Kes¬ 
sler. U.S. legislators have 
paid increasing attention 
to Google and other big 
tech companies in the 
past year, and are con¬ 
sidering passing privacy 
laws to regulate the com¬ 
panies' reach. Investing 
more widely across the U.S. 
could help it curry favor 
with federal politicians and 
offic ia Is, he sa id. 

Google is focused on ex¬ 
panding its cloud-com¬ 
puting business, a market 
where itfacesstiff competi¬ 
tion from larger rivals Ama¬ 
zon and MicrosoftO 


Vatican, Microsoft 
team up on artificial 
intelligence ethics 


VAUCAN CITY (AP) — The 

Vatican says it is teaming 
up with Microsoft on an 
academic prize to pro¬ 
mote ethics in artificial in¬ 
telligence. 

Pope Francis met privately 
on Wednesday with Micro¬ 
soft President Brad Smith 
and the head of a Vatican 
scientific office that pro- 
motesCatholic Church po¬ 
sitions on human life. 


Ihe Vatican said Smith and 
Archbishop Vincenzo Pa- 
glia ofthe Pontifical Acad¬ 
emy for Ufe told Francis 
about the international 
prize for an individual who 
has successfully defended 
a dissertation on ethical is¬ 
sues involving artificial intel¬ 
ligence. Ihe winner will re¬ 
ceive 6,000 euros ($6,900) 
and an invitation to Micro¬ 
soft's Seattle headquarters. 



People walk into the lobby for Amazon offices Thursday, Feb. 14, 2019, in New York 

Associated Press 


Amazon dumps NYC headquarters 
and Hs promised 25,000jobs 


By JOSEPH PISANI and AL¬ 
EXANDRA OISON 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon 
abruptly dropped plans 
Thursday for a big new 
headquarters in New York 
that would have brought 
25,000 jobs to the city, re¬ 
versing course after politi¬ 
cians and activists object¬ 
ed to the nearly $3 billion 
in tax breaks promised to 
what is already one of the 
world's ric hest, most power¬ 
ful companies 
'We are disappointed to 
have reached this conclu¬ 
sion — we love New York," 
the online giant from Se¬ 
attle said in a blog post an¬ 
nouncing its withdrawal. 
The stunning move was a 
serious blow to Gov. An¬ 
drew Cuomo and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, who had lob¬ 
bied intensely to land the 
project, competing against 
more than 200 other met¬ 
ropolitan areas across the 
continent that were prac¬ 
tically tripping over each 
other to offer incentives to 
Amazon in a bidding war 
the company stoked. 
Cuomo lashed outatfellow 
New York politicians over 
Amazon'schange of heart, 
saying the project would 
have helped diversify the 
city's economy, cement its 
status as an emerging tech 
hub and generate money 
for schools, housing and 


tra nsit. 

"A small group politicians 
put their own narrow po¬ 
litical interests above their 
community,"he said. 

But Democratic Rep. Alex¬ 
andria Ocasio-Cortez, New 
York City's new liberal fire¬ 
brand, exulted over Ama¬ 
zon's pullout. 

'Today was the day a 
group of dedicated, every¬ 
day New Yorkers and their 
neighbors defeated Ama¬ 
zon's corporate greed, its 
worker exploitation, and 
the power of the rich¬ 
est man in the world," she 
tweeted, referring to Ama¬ 
zon CEO J eff Bezos 
The swift unraveling of the 
project reflected growing 
antipathy toward large 
technology companies 
among liberals and popu¬ 
lists who accuse big busi¬ 
ness of holding down wag¬ 
es and wielding too much 
politic a I c lo ut, a na lystssa id. 
'This all of a sudden be¬ 
came a perfect test case 
for all those arguments," 
said Joe Parilla, a fellow 
at the Brooking Institution's 
Metropolitan Policy Project. 
Amazon ultimately decid¬ 
ed it did not want to be 
drawn into that battle. 
Amazon announced in No- 
vemberthat it had chosen 
the Long Island City section 
of Queens for one of two 
new headquarters, with the 
other in Arlington, Virginia. 


Both would get 25,000 jobs 
A third site in Nashville, Ten¬ 
nessee, would get 5,000. 
The company planned to 
spend $2.5 billion build¬ 
ing the New York office, 
choosing the area in part 
because of its large pool of 
tech talent. 

The govemorand the may¬ 
or had argued that the 
project would spur eco¬ 
nomic growth that would 
pay for the $2.8 billion in 
state and city incentives 
many times over. 

After Amazon backed out, 
the mayor criticized it for 
not doing more to try to win 
over New Yorkers, saying: 
'You have to be tough to 
make it in New York City." 

In pulling out, Amazon said 
it isn't looking fora replace¬ 
ment location "at this time." 
It said it plansto spread the 
technology jobs that were 
slated forNew York to other 
offices a round the U.S. and 
Canada, including Chi¬ 
cago, Toronto and Austin, 
Texas. It will also expand its 
existing New York offices, 
which already have about 
5,000 employees. 

Amazon faced fierce op¬ 
position o ve rthe ta x b re a ks, 
with critics complaining 
that the project was an 
extravagant giveaway — 
or worse, a shakedown — 
and that it wouldn't pro¬ 
vide much direct benefit to 
most New YorkersO 
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Reportfinds problems with student loan servicing, oversight 



In this Oct 23,2018, file photo, students walk on the campus of Miami Dade College, in Miami. 

Associated Press 


By KEN SWEET 
NEW YORK (AP) — The nine 
companies and organiza¬ 
tions tasked with servicing 
the accountsofthe nation's 
30 million student loan bor¬ 
rowers repeatedly failed to 
do their jobs properly over 
a period of years and their 
regulator neglected to 
hold them responsible, a 
new reportfinds. 

The report released Thurs¬ 
day by the Department of 
Education's independent 
inspector general's office 
shows some borrowers 
weren't getting the guid¬ 
ance and protection they 
needed as they sought 
the best plan for paying 
off their student loans. The 
nation's student loan debt 
now stands at $1.5 trillion. 
The Inspector General's re¬ 
port focused on the opera- 
tionsof Federal StudentAid, 
a part of the Department 
of Education that oversees 
student loans, fromj anuary 
2015 to September 2017. 
FSA also oversees student 
loan servicers, making sure 
they are in compliance 
with their contracts with the 
federal government. 


The report found, in many 
cases, FSA was not hold¬ 
ing student loan servicers 
accountable when they 
failed to follow the rules. For 
example, the report says 
FSA found a problem at a 
student loan servicer six out 
of lOtimesthe regulatordid 
a formal observation, with 


some servicers having the 
same issue repeatedly. In¬ 
stead of ordering changes 
at the servicers, FSA often 
let the company off with a 
slap on the wrist. 

"In mostcases... FSA did not 
take actions stronger than 
correcting the accounts of 
those affected (and) rarely 


did the FSA require the ser¬ 
vicer to conduct a full file 
review," the report said. 
"FSA also rarely penalizes 
servicers for recurring non- 
compliance." 

In its response to the in¬ 
spector general, the FSA 
disagreed with the report's 
conclusions but agreed to 


follow its recommendations 
forimproving oversight. 

The Department of Educa¬ 
tion did not immediately 
have a response to the In- 
spec tor General's report. 
The federal government 
does not manage stu¬ 
dent loans on its own. FSA 
outsources student loan 
accounts to a handful of 
private companies and 
state-run loan authorities 
Navient, Great Lakes Edu¬ 
cational Loan Services, Nel¬ 
net Servicing and the Penn¬ 
sylvania Higher Education 
Assistance Agency are the 
largest. The companiesare 
paid a monthly fee perac- 
count and are responsible 
for making sure borrowers 
pay on time, and that the 
borrower is in the correct 
repayment plan. 

In its report, the inspector 
general highlighted two 
recurring problems in par¬ 
ticular: Loan servicer repre¬ 
sentatives failed to inform 
borrowers of all their re¬ 
payment options and they 
miscalculated a borrower's 
monthly payments under 
certain typesof repayment 
plansQ 


US wholesale pricesdip 0.1 percent in J anuary 


By MARTIN CRU1SNGER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

wholesale prices fell for a 
second straight month in 
J anuary asenergy costs fell 
sharply again. The monthly 
declines were more evi¬ 
dence that inflation re¬ 
mains under control. 

The Labor Department said 
Thursday that producer 
prices, which track chang¬ 
es before they reach the 
consumer, dipped 0.1 per¬ 
cent in J anuary, matching 
the 0.1 percent December 
decline. In both months 
energy prices fell sharply, 
dropping 3.8 percent last 
month after a decline of 
4.3 percent in December. 
Energy prices began falling 
in Novemberwith a 5.1 per- 
centdrop. 

Over the past 12 months, 
wholesale prices have risen 
just 2 percent. That's the 
smallest 12-month change 
sincej uly2017. Core whole¬ 
sale prices, which subtract 


volatile food and energy, 
were up 2.6 percent over 
the past 12 months. 

The government reported 
Wednesday that consumer 
prices were unchanged in 
January and are up only 
1.6 percent over the past 
12 months. 

The Federal Reserve last 
month held its key interest 
rate steady after boosting 
itfourtimesin 2018. The Fed 
said it would be "patient" in 
deciding to hike rates this 
year, a signal that investors 
saw as indicating the cen¬ 
tral bank planned to re¬ 
main on hold fora number 
of months a sit assessed the 
impact its previous hikes 
were having on the econ¬ 
omy. The Fed has room to 
keep ratessteady because 
inflation pressures are ab¬ 
sent. 

The report on wholesale 
prices showed that the 
3.8 percent drop in en¬ 
ergy costs reflected a 7.3 
percent decline in gaso- 



ln this Aug. 24, 2018, file photo, woiker rakes wild blueberries at 
farm in Uhion, Maine. 

Associated Press 
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line prices and the biggest 
drop in diesel fuel since De- 
cember2015. 

Food costs at the whole¬ 
sale level fell 1.7 percent in 
January, reflecting big de¬ 
clines in the price of eggs, 
vegetables and fruitO 
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6 Chix 



HONEY, REMEMBER HOW THE 
CLOCKERS SET WHEN THEIR 
PINNER GUESTS ARRIVE LATE? 



I'M PRETTY SURE IF WE BREAK 
IT ONE MORE TIME, WE WONT 
BE INVITED BACK/ 



Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★★★ 2/15 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

11n a rage 

4 German cars 

9 Canyon sound 

13 Reasonable 
bedtime 

14 Bear the 
assume most of 
the burden 

15 “High_Gary 

Cooper classic 

16 Cave dwellers 

17 Nervous wreck 

19 Series for Ted 
Danson, once 

20 Cowboy hat 
fabrics 

21 Acting parts 

22 Ill-tempered 

24 Not up to 
substandard 

25 Loathsome 

27 Most pleasant 

30 Neighbor of India 

31 _ out; protrude 

33 Stylish 

35 _ in; wearing 

36 Smidgen 

37 Explorer Marco 

38 Dine 

39 Baseball’s Jeter 

40 Smooth and 
glossy 

41 Once every 12 
months 

43 Cool dessert 

44 Actress Harper, to 
friends 

45 Armed robbery 

46 Parody 

49 “Seek and ye _ 
find...” 

51 Record speed 
letters 

54 Entrepreneur 

56 One not to be 
trusted 

57 Copied 

58 One’s strong 
point 

59 Travelers’stops 

60 “A _ home is his 
castle” 

61 Rough woolen 
fabric 

62 _McMuffin; fast- 

food breakfast 

DOWN 

1 Farrow & 

Kirshner 

2 See coming 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 2/15/19 


3 _ Moines 

4 Mother Superior 

5 Mountains in 
Russia 

6 Do a household 
chore 

7 Printer owner’s 
purchases 

8 Sault_. Marie 

9 Audience’s 
demand 

10 Fuel, for some 

11 Nylons 

12 Small numbers 

13 CBS rival 

18 Train rails 

20 Umpire’s cry 

23 “Abbey 
Beatles album 

24 Choose 

25 in Love with 
Amy” 

26 Procrastinate 

27 Actor Nolte 

28 On a _; with 
little money 

29 Flooring 
squares 

31 Nimble 

32 Casual shirt, for 
short 

34 Jab 


Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 
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36 Peddle 

37 Two _ two is 
four 

39 Breeze in a 
room 

40 Dirt 

42 Steers clear of 

43 Liquefied 
45 makes 

waste” 


46 Crooked deal 

47 Family member 

48 Unlock 

49 Difficult to teach 

50 Bring on board 

52 Spasm of pain 

53 Sra. or Mme. 

55 Toward a ship’s 
stern 

56 Recline 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Sheriff: 

Dog named 
Donald 
Trump 
wasn't killed 
over politics 
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B/AMANDA SEnZ 
Associated ness 

A Minnesota sheriff says a 
dog named Donald Trump 
wasn't shot and killed over 
a political rivalry, despite 
false claims circulating on 
social media that have 
spurred "violent threats" 
against some county resi¬ 
dents. 

The Jackson County Sher¬ 
iff's Office concluded the 
person who shot Donald 
Trump the dog Sunday was 
"legally protecting their 
livestock" on private prop¬ 
erty. "The shooter has not 
been identified. 

"Facts have been misrep¬ 
resented on social media 
sites," She riff Shawn Ha ken's 
office said in a statement 
about the dog's death. 
"Unfortunately, people 
are now posting multiple 
threatsofviolence towards 
citizens in the area and jus¬ 
tifying the threats based 
on these inaccurate posts 
on social media."Ihe dog's 
owner, 59-year-old Randal 
Thom of Lakefield, is an 
avid supporter of the presi¬ 
dent who has attended 46 
of his rallies. Trump signed 
Thom's photo of the dog at 
one of the rallies. □ 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 

Since 1993 

•English 

•Dutch 

•Papiamento 

•Spanish 

Tel.593 4494 - 588 0950 
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FOR SALE 
BY OWNER 

1 Bedroom, pool & ocean view 
Paradise Beach Villas 
week 6 

Contact:757 681 2505 

_210831 


Tropicana Eagle Beach 
Resort 

wk 5,6 /3 Br, 2 Bth F Reno, S 
Twr 1st fir, F kit, W+D, 44,000 
commodoremtrs@icloud.com 

_210648 
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Tropicana Aruba Resort 
and Casino 

For Sale or Rent by Owner 


For Sale By Owner: 
Casa del Mar 

2 Bedroom/2 Bath 


Wk 1/Unit 1408 (15,000) 

Wk 2/1113-($16,000) 

Wks 5 & 6/1315 ($18,000/wk) 
Wks 5 & 6/1521 ($20,000/wk) 
Wk 7/1308 ($18,000) 

Wks 7 & 8/1408 ($18,000) 

Wk 8/1113 ($17,000) 

Wk 8/1409 ($17,000) 
GDMOwner@gmail.com 


week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F 
Fri/Fri $3,900 

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H 

Fri/Fri $4,900 

Contact in Aruba 

donjovi7@hotmail.com 

or cell 592 0500 

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

or cell 978 530 6077 


U.S. (860) 649-9639 


_210463 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDRM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $16k 
Oceanview $ 15k 
3BEDROM $26k 
*WK. 51 OV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $14k 
2B OV $8000 
1 Bed $4000 

1 Bed Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 BedOV $16000 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
IB OV $ 1 Ok 

** Destination points $9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
Weeks 30-33 Unit 322BC and 
Unit 412BC Plus more. 

We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 


Columnists 

Anthony Croes 
Joris Zantvoort 
Louedska Maduro 
Shanella Pantophlet 
Steve Fran tees 
Thais Frankent 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Wesutraat 22 
T: 5B2-780Q 


E: ft gWSfgj rubat a rfa y .-com 
W: www,a rubatod ay,corn 
O ^arubatoday 


Contact: 

j ulie(g£onciergerealty.coni 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 




HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



February 17 

Freewinds 
February 18 

Carnival Sunshine 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Cleaning routine shows promise in curbing superbug infect on 





In this Monday, Feb. 11, 2019 photo provided by Dr. Susan Huang of the University of California, 
Irvine School of Medicine, researcher Raheeb Saavedra demonstrates how to use a medicated 
oirvtmentlbra study on preventing superbug infections. 

Associated Press 


B Nino is bac k but its late, 
weak and piobably no big deal 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical VUtiter 

Think of itasdecontaminat- 
ing yourself. Hospitalized 
patientswho harborcertain 
superbugscan cut their risk 
of developing full-blown in¬ 
fections if they swab medi¬ 
cated goo in their nose 
and use special soap and 
mouthwash for six months 
after going home, a study 
found. 

It's a low-tech approach 
to a big problem: About 5 
percent of patients have 
MRSA — antibiotic-resistant 
Staph bacteria — lurking 
on their skin or in their nos¬ 
es, putting them at high risk 
of developing an infection 
while recovering from an ill- 
nessoran operation. These 
can affect the skin, heart, 
brain, lungs, bones and 
joints, and most of them 
land people back in the 
hospital. 

The hygiene steps that re¬ 
searchers tested trimmed 
that risk by nearly one third. 
"It's a very simple solution. 
You don't have to swallow 
a medicine, you just have 
to clean the outside of your 


WASHINGTON (AP) — An 

El Nino, which can alter 
weather worldwide, has 
formed but it's so weak and 
late that it shouldn't be a 
big deal, U.S. forecasters 
said. 

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra¬ 
tion announced Thursday 
that the climate feature 
formed in the central Pa¬ 
cific, but forecasters don't 
expect it to last more than 
three or four months. 

An El Nino isa natura I wa rim¬ 
ing of the ocean that once 
it interacts with the atmo¬ 


sphere often warms up the 
globe and changes rainfall 
and temperature patterns, 
making some places wet- 
terand some placesdrier. 
When there is an El Nino, 
there are generally fewer 
and weaker hurricanes in 
the Atlantic, but this one 
might not make it to sum¬ 
mer and have any effect 
on the next storm season, 
said Mike Halpert, deputy 
directorforthe NOAA'sCli¬ 
mate Prediction Center. 

A wintertime El Nino often 
means more rain for the 
U.S. South and Southern 


California, but this is late in 
the season and it's already 
ra iny there, Ha Ipert said. 
The current El Nino is quite 
different than the last one 
in 2016, which was one of 
the strongest meteorolo¬ 
gists have seen and helped 
push Earth to its warmest 
yearon record. 

This year's version is "kind 
of limping along," Halpert 
said. So he and otherscien- 
tists said they don't expect 
ma ny sig nific a nt effects. 
Forecasters had been wait¬ 
ing for it since last June 
when NOAA issued its first 
El Nino watch. But while 
the waterwaswarmerthan 
normal in the Pacific, it 
wasn't causing the chang¬ 
es in the air that would sat¬ 
isfy the definition forEI Nino. 
During stronger past El Ni¬ 
nos, the U.S. economy has 
benefited because of less 
drought and fewer hurri¬ 
canes, economic studies 
show.Q 


body for a little while lon¬ 
ger," said Dr. Susan Huang 
of the University of Califor¬ 
nia Irvine School of Medi¬ 
cine. 

She led the federally 
funded study, published 
Wednesday by the New 
England Journal of Medi¬ 
cine. 

A lot has been done to 
curb infections in hospi¬ 
tals and attention is shift¬ 
ing to what happens after 
patients leave. Nine states 

— California, Washington, 
Nevada, Minnesota, Illinois, 
South Carolina, Pennsylva¬ 
nia, Maine and New Jer¬ 
sey — require that hospitals 
test the most vulnerable 
patients, such as those in 
intensive care, for MRSA. 
Many other places do it 
voluntarily. 

The study involved more 
than 2,000 patients at hos¬ 
pitals in southern Califor¬ 
nia who were found to 
carry MRSA, or methicillin- 
resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus bacteria. All were 
given information on ways 
to avoid infection, and half 
also got special products 

— mouthwash, liquid soap 
containing an antiseptic 


and an antibiotic ointment 
to swab in the nose. They 
were told to use these Mon¬ 
day through Friday, every 
otherweekforsix months 
A year later, 6 percent of 
those in the deep-clean 
group had developed a 
MRSA infection versus 9 
percent of the others. They 
also had fewer infections 
from other germs. Doc¬ 
tors estimated that 25 to 
30 people would need to 
be treated to prevent one 
case. 

There were no serious side 
effects; 44 people had dry 
or irritated skin, and most 
continued using the prod¬ 
ucts despite that. 

Heather Avizius was one. 
The 41-year-old nanny has 
had MRSA infections in the 
pastand entered the study 
after severe complications 
of Crohn's disease landed 
her in St. Jude Medical 
Center in Fullerton, Califor¬ 
nia, eight years a go. 

"I took the regimen very, 
very seriously" and has not 
had MRSA since, she said. "I 
felt cleaner and safeCand 
less worried about spread¬ 
ing germs to her children, 
she sa id. 

Nearly half dropped out of 
the study early or couldn't 
be found forfollow-up. 
"Many people may think 'I 
feel fine, I don't really need 
to do this,"' said Dr. John 
J emigan of the U.S. Centers 
forDiseaseControland Pre¬ 
vention. But 'the risk doesn't 
end once you go home." 
Federal grants paid forthe 
products They would cost 
$150 to $200 for six months 
otherwise, Huang said. The 
antiseptic soap was a 4 
percent chlorhexidine so¬ 
lution sold in many drug¬ 
stores 

Other soaps, even ones la¬ 
beled antibacterial, "may 
not have the active ingre¬ 
dients to remove MRSA," 
said Dr. Robert Weinstein, 
another study leader and 
an infections specialist at 
Cook County Health and 
Rush University Medical 
Centerin Chicago. 

It's worth it for patients to 
do whatever they can to 
prevent an MRSA infection, 
he said. 

'You left the hospital, you 
don't want to go back." 

□ 
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Mic hael Kbisthrows a '70s bash with Bany Manilowon stage 



Designer Mic hael Kors, center, is joined by model Ratti Hansen and Bany Manilowon slage after 
his collection was modeled during Fashion Week in NewYoik, Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By LEANNEITAUE 
Associated ness 
NBA/YORK (AP) — Michael 
Kors threw a fashion show 
worthy of Studio 54 with 
Barry Manilow belting "Co- 
pacabana" on a glittery 
stage and rock muse Patti 
Hansen walking the runway 
Wednesday. 

His crowd, seated inside a 
Wall Street ballroom, went 
wild for both on the closing 
day of New York Fashion 
Weekashe rolled out shag¬ 
gy coatsand featherboas, 
sparkly gowns in neon 
purple and electric blue, 
and flirty ruffles on dresses 
and skirts, all worthy of the 
heady 70s 

Sisters Bella and Gigi Had- 
id took to the catwalk to 
help move the bash along, 
but the surprise of Ma- 
nilow's performance had 
the crowd on its feet. The 
75-year-old legend isstillgo- 
ing strong, proudly showing 
off his orange bedazzled 
"Copa" jacket backstage 
afterthe upbeat show. 

It's just what the fashion 
crowd needed on the 
eighth day of racing from 
show to show during fash¬ 


ion week, and the day af- 
teran icy snowstorm made 
that even more challeng¬ 
ing. 

Kors fall collection cel¬ 
ebrated the city's melting 
pot of style and the kings 
and queens of the era: Bet¬ 
te, Bianca and Baryshnikov 
among them. Ihe design¬ 
er's impeccable tailoring 
and eye for details were 


plentiful in the clothes, from 
his delicate slip dresses to 
a killer patchwork leather 
jacket with black shearling 
sleeves. 

Hansen, a 70s superstar 
model, is married to Keith 
Richards and took her turn 
on the catwalk with a smile 
on herface, dressed in an 
iridescent trouser suit of 
blackand gold. 


There was star power on 
Kors' front row as well: Kerry 
Washington, Catherine 7b- 
ta-Jonesand herhusband, 
Michael Douglas, along 
with "If Beale Street Could 
Talk" Oscar nominee Regi¬ 
na King. 

Afterthe show, Kors called 
Manilow'sappearance the 
cherry on the cake. 

'We met him exactly a year 


ago. It's very bizarre, back- 
stage at a concert. I like 
everyone else am a huge 
fan," Kors told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. "I said to him, 
'Have you ever gone to a 
fashion show?'And he said 
no. I said 'Watch a few of 
our shows on YouTube, 
maybe we can do some¬ 
thing in the future.'" 

The theme didn't come to¬ 
gether until Korsfound him¬ 
self perusing his old year¬ 
book and got to thinking 
about his start in New York 
in the late-70s, and "just 
this whole convergence of 
glamour." 

At the time, the city was 
"pretty gritty and pretty 
dangerous," he recalled, 
"and music was a huge 
part of it, and dance. And 
Patti Hansen was all over 
my walls. I think the last 
fashion show she was in 
was in 1994." 

Ultimately, Kors said, he 
wanted to put together 
an optimistic collection. 
Perhaps his crushed satin 
chamneuse blouse in co¬ 
coa would boost your 
mood and not bust your 
budgetO 


Trombonists who died in 2018 honored with music in C levels nd 



In this July 5, 1960, file photo, Thailand's King Bhumibol Aduly- 
adej, right; plays the saxophone during a jam session with leg- 
endaiy jazz clarinetist Benny Goodman, left; drummer Gene 
Kiupa, second left; and trombonist Urfoie Green in New York. 

Associated Press 


By JULIE CARR SMYTH 
Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) 

Tie late American jazz 
great Urbie Green and 
three other accomplished 
trombonists who died in 
2018 will be remembered 
Saturday at a musical 
event in Cleveland. 

Uving trombone starsjiggs 
Whigham and John Mar- 
cellus will be featured at 
the Memorial Trombone 
Festival at Case Western 
Reserve University, a con¬ 
cert by some 20 trombon¬ 
ists gathered from around 
the c ity. 

The half-day event be¬ 
gins with a warm-up led 
by Case trombone profes¬ 
sor Paul Ferguson, who is 
the artistic director of the 
Cleveland Jazz Orchestra 
and the event's organizer. 
A rehearsal and a master 
class with Whigham and 
Marcellus will be followed 
by the culminating after¬ 
noon performance. 


Whigham is the jazz or¬ 
chestra's weekend guest, 
Ferguson said, and the 
festival started with the 
idea of paying tribute to 
Whig ham's friend Allen Kof- 
sky, a 39-year veteran of 
the Cleveland Orchestra 
who died inj une atage 92. 
Kofsky had played under 
such renowned conduc¬ 
tors as George Szell, Lorin 
Maazel and Christoph von 
Dohnanyi. 

But sad news continued to 
greetthe trombone world. 
Respected trombonist and 
band leader Bill Watrous, 
who had redefined trom¬ 
bone technique during 
a 50-year career that in¬ 
cluded performances with 
Quincy Jones, Prince and 
Frank Sinatra, died in July. 
Edwin Anderson, a bass 
trombonist with the Cleve¬ 
land Orchestra from 1964 
to 1985 and later an Indi¬ 
ana University professor, fol¬ 
lowed in October. Then, on 
Dec. 31, the legendary Ur¬ 


ban Clifford "Urbie" Green 
ended trombonists'yearon 
its final sad note, dying at 
age 92. 

"I can't think of any other 
year when we've lost so 
many, in whattumed out to 
be a seven-month period," 


Ferguson said. 

Ferguson said the versatil¬ 
ity of the trombone shows 
in the breadth of the four 
trombonists' careers, which 
spa nned c la ssic a I, ja zz a nd 
pop. 

Revered by fellow musi¬ 


cians for the warm, mellow 
tone he could maintain 
even into the instrument's 
hig hest reg isters, G reen wa s 
perhaps the best known of 
the bunch. He played with 
most of the major jazz art¬ 
ists of the 1950s a nd 1960s, 
touring with Woody Her¬ 
man and Gene Krupa. He 
played on more than 250 
recordings and released 
more than two dozen solo 
albums Ferguson, also prin¬ 
cipal trombonist and ar¬ 
ranger for the Cleveland 
Pops, said the trombone 
choir that will assemble to 
honor Green, Kofsky, Wa¬ 
trous and Anderson will in¬ 
clude students from Case 
and the Cleveland Institute 
of Music and members 
of the Cleveland Jazz Or¬ 
chestra and the Cleveland 
Trombone Collective. 
Whigham, a Cleveland na¬ 
tive, is considered one of 
the premierjazztrombonists 
of the last half century, ac¬ 
cording to Ferguson. □ 
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'Never Look Away 1 is an absorbing, exhausting vide 



This image released by Sony Pictures Classics shows Sebastian Koch in a scene from "Never look 
Away." 

Associated Press 


By JOCELYN NO VECK 
Associated Press 

What to say about an Os¬ 
car-nominated film that's 
more than three hours long, 
apparently despised by the 
man whose life inspired it, 
and has been called both 
a masterpiece and a ma¬ 
nipulation? Perhaps that 
the film's fascinating back- 
story could make foranoth- 
erthree-hour movie. 

"The protagonist would 
be German director Fio¬ 
na n Henckel von Donners- 
marck, who won the for¬ 
eign language Oscar for 
Germany with his first fea¬ 
ture, the hugely compelling 
'The Lives of Others," a bout 
the Stasi in East Germany. 
He moved to Hollywood 
and a few years later utter¬ 
ly dismayed fans with 'The 
Tourist," starring Angelina 
J olie and J ohnny Depp. 
Now, nearly a decade 
later, he's made "Never 
Look Away," a sumptu¬ 
ous, sweeping saga about 
nothing less than war and 
art, and the powers of the 
latterto heal the woundsof 
the former. 

Enter Gerhard Richter, 
whose story the film not-so- 


loosely tells (The fictional 
main character is named 
Kurt Bamert.) Richter, 87, 
the noted German artist, 
initially cooperated with 
von Donnersmarck, spend¬ 
ing many hours recounting 
his story, but has since an¬ 
grily disavowed the film. 
There's no wayforthe pub¬ 


lic to know who's "right."The 
only thing to do is judge the 
movie, nominated in the 
Oscar foreign language 
category, for itself: a highly 
ambitious, compulsively 
watchable and also ex¬ 
hausting and exasperat¬ 
ing work, not merely for its 
length but because it has 


the feel of more than one 
film. 

We begin in 1937 with Kurt, 
a little boy, accompanying 
his beloved aunt Elisabeth 
(a moving Saskia Rosen- 
dahl) to the "Degenerate 
Art" exhibit, mounted by 
the Nazisto excoriate mod¬ 
em artworks as decadent 


and morally corrupt. Elisa¬ 
beth whispers to Kurt that 
she actually likes the stuff. 
Elisabeth is beautiful 
enough to be chosen to 
hand a bouquet to Adolf 
Hitler as he rides through 
town. But we soon leam 
she suffers from schizophre¬ 
nia. Her mother takes her 
to the doctor, a fatal mis¬ 
take. As she's carted away 
against her will, she calls 
out to young Kurt: "Never 
look away!" Because all 
that is true, she has taught 
him, is beautiful. Elisabeth 
will soon cross paths with 
Carl Seeband (a superb 
Sebastian Koch), a leading 
gynecologist who will seal 
her fate. We meet him at 
a gathering where Nazi of¬ 
ficials give the order to not 
merely sterilize mentally ill 
women, but release them 
from their "worthless lives" 
(It must be mentioned here 
that a gaschamberscene 
is disturbing and, frankly, 
feels unwisely explicit.) At 
war's end, Seeband iscap- 
tured by the Russians, but 
survives by finding a way to 
get into the good graces 
of a commander, who pro¬ 
tects his terrible secretO 
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Dismas Handy returns in The Rule of Law* 



this cover image released by 
Atria shows 'The Rule of Law," 
by John lescioait 

Associated Press 

By JEFF AYERS 
Associated Press 

'The Rule of La w" (Atria), by 
J ohn Lescroart 
Dismas Hardy and his col¬ 
leagues are forced into a 
case with personal ramifi¬ 
cations in John Lescroart's 
latest novel, 'The Rule of 
Law." 

Astime passesforthe char¬ 


acters, they have to deal 
with both the joys and sor¬ 
rows of growing older. Yet 
the past is always lingering 
in the background waiting 
to cause chaos at the most 
inopportune moment. 
Disma s Ha rdy sees his pra c- 
tice expanding. His friend 
has lost re-election to the 
district attorney position 
and another close ally 
has retired from the po¬ 
lice department. Things 
start to get wonky when 
his trusted secretary disap¬ 
pears. It's completely out 
of character for her, and 
when she returns as if noth¬ 
ing has happened, Hardy 
wants answers. She says her 
brother has been released 
from prison and she's let¬ 
ting him crash at herplace. 
Then the police arrive to ar¬ 
rest her. 

A human trafficker has 
been killed, and the evi¬ 
dence leads to her broth¬ 
er. Since she wasn't seen 


at the time of the murder, 
she'sarrested asan acces¬ 
sory. Hardy knows she had 
nothing to do with this coy¬ 
ote's death, so he sets out 
to prove it, which puts him 
in a fight with the new dis¬ 
trict attorney, and he hasa 
grudge against Hardy and 
his colleagues. Ron James¬ 
on hasalready letthe pow¬ 
er of his new office go to 
his head, and if he has to 
bend the rules a bit to get 
what he wants, he will. Now 
Hardy is in the way. 

Severa I strong themes reso¬ 
nate throughout this story 
including corruption, im¬ 
migration, and the power 
of love and family. Hardy 
wants to follow the rule of 
law, and his foe in the dis¬ 
trict attorney's office will ig¬ 
nore it to succeed. Lescro¬ 
art has crafted another 
wonderful legal thriller that 
will easily please his fans 
and those who aren't fa mil¬ 
iar with his body of workO 
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'Roomeia ng 1 series updates story for millennia I a udienc es 



This image released by Hulu shows a scene from the series, "The Handmaid's Tale," returning fora 
third season on J une 5. 

Associated Press 


By LYNN ELBER 
DAVID BAUDER 
Associated ness 
PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — A 

roundup of news from the 
Television Critics Associa¬ 
tion winter meeting, where 
"IV networks and stream¬ 
ing services are presenting 
details on upcoming pro¬ 
grams. 

'BOOMERANG' IS BACK 

Halle Berry and Lena Wait- 
he say they've updated 
the 1992 movie "Boomer- 
ang"fora new generation. 
Berry said the original sto¬ 
ry that focused on black 
characters' lives and work 
was innovative foritstime. 
But Berry sa id the issuesthat 
millennia Is face today are 
different and required a 
'fresher" approach for the 
BET comedy series premier¬ 
ing 10 p.m. ESTTuesday. 
Waithe said she under¬ 
stands the affection peo¬ 
ple have for the film that, 
be sides Berry, starred Eddie 
Murphy, Robin Givens, Da¬ 
vid Alan Grier, Martin Law¬ 
rence and Grace J ones. 

But Waithe said Monday 
that viewers who want 
fresh fa c es a nd a new ta ke 
should watch the show. It's 
set a bout 25 yearsafterthe 
movie and follows its char¬ 
acters' offspring. 

The series cast includes 
Tetona Jackson, Tequan 
Richmond and Leland Mar¬ 
tin. 

NO THRONES CONFLICT 
FOR'HANDMAIDS TALE 

Resistance is the theme 
when 'The Handmaid's 
Tale" returns this summer 
with 13 episodes for its third 
season, but the Hulu drama 
is avoiding a collision with 
the final season of HBO's 
'Game oflhrones" 

The dystopian drama will 
debut three new episodes 
on Wednesday, June 5, 
streaming service Hulu said. 
Other episodes will follow 
on subsequent Wednes¬ 
days. 

The return date contrasts 
with the previous seasons' 
April debuts and puts the 
drama outside the eligibil¬ 
ity window for this year's 
Emmy Awards. It a Iso keeps 
'The Handmaid's Tale" out 
of the path of juggernaut 
'Game of Thrones," which 
starts April 14. 


The latter wasn't a consid¬ 
eration, Craig Erwich, Hulu's 
vice president for original 
series, told "IV critics Mon¬ 
day. 

'We simply wanted to give 
the show as much time as 
possible to maintain the 
quality it has," Erwich said. 
As for the Emmys, he said, 
TV academy voters will be 
able to consider the series 
as a whole when it com¬ 
petes. 

The Hulu drama collected 
six Emmys for its first sea¬ 
son, including best drama 
and best lead actress for 
Elisabeth Moss, who stars as 
J une. 

The new season of 'The 
Hand maid's Tale" will focus 
on June's struggle against 
the repressive regime of Gil¬ 
ead, Hulu said in a release. 
Other characters will be 
forced to take a stand as 
well, with "blessed be the 
fight" the guiding prayer 
for rebels. Hulu also prom¬ 
ised "startling reunions"and 
betrayals in the upcoming 
season. 

CIDONEVS CATCH' 

George Clooney says he 
never expected his next 
project to be a miniseries 
based on a novel he read 
in high school. 

But against his initial in¬ 
clination, he's directing 
and starring in Hulu's series 
'Gateh-22," drawn from J o- 
seph Heller's classic work 


about the insanity of war. 
The streaming service Hulu 
will release it this spring. 
Clooney said Monday that 
the longer format allowed 
them to develop the char¬ 
acters beyond what could 
be done in Mike Nichols' 
1970 classic movie. Ad¬ 
opted at the time by op¬ 
ponents of the Vietnam 
War, he said the story mak¬ 
ing fun of the red tape and 
bureaucracy of war is rele¬ 
vant today and not tied to 
a particular conflict. 

Series makers say the mix¬ 
ture of horror and hilar¬ 
ity becomes more pro¬ 
nounced asthe seriesgoes 
on. 

ASK THE DOCTOR 

The question that legend¬ 
ary sex therapist Ruth Wes 
theimer gets from young 
people today may surprise 
you. 

It's a bout loneliness. 

"It's hard not having some¬ 
one to share their life with, 
their experiences with," she 
said. "It'snotjustaboutsex." 
The 90-year-old Wes 


theimer, who is still teach¬ 
ing and writing anotheredi- 
tionofa "Sex for Dummies" 
book, said she'sconcemed 
a bout young people losing 
their ability to have conver¬ 
sations. She bans comput¬ 
ers from the room when she 
teaches. 

Westheimeristhe subject of 
"Ask Dr. Ruth," a documen¬ 
tary about her life that will 
appearon the Hulu stream¬ 
ing service this spring. 
BRYANTGOES'SHRILL' 
'Saturday Night Live" star 
Aidy Bryant says she was 
drawn to the Hulu se¬ 
ries 'Shrill" because of the 
chance to play a woman 
who isabout more than her 
weig ht. 

The six-part comedy de¬ 
buting March 15 is based 
on Lindy West's memoir, 
"Shrill: Notes from a Loud 
Wo man," which Bryant said 
struck a chord with her. 

She identified with the 
book's portrayal of a world 
that is 'telling you you're 
wrong for existing the way 
you do, even if you don't 


feel that way," Bryant said 
Monday. 'You feel like, 'I 
have a lotto offerthe world 
and why do I have to do it 
in a size-two package?"' 

But the series, which Bry¬ 
ant co-wrote, isn't what she 
called a 'fat festival" that's 
obsessed with weight. 

'Our show isn't really about 
being fat and it's a Iso really 
not about dieting and it's 
really not about her body," 
she said of her character, 
Annie. Ultimately, she said, 
it's what any TV show is 
about: a character trying 
to achieve her goals and 
the family and friends who 
surround her. 

Abortion also figures in the 
show, as it does in West's 
memoir. 

Series executive producer 
Elizabeth Banks said she 
felt "having a positive, nor¬ 
malizing representation 
of women's reproductive 
rights on television would 
also be a reallygood idea." 
HOWARD THE HULU DUC K 
Hulu is teaming with Mar¬ 
vel to make four separate 
animated series based on 
comic bookcharacterslike 
Howard the Duck. 

Director Kevin Smith and 
comics Chelsea Handler 
and Patton Oswalt are 
among the people who 
have signed deals with the 
streaming service to help 
produce the cartoons 
Smith will work on the How¬ 
ard the Duck series. 
Othershowsrevolve around 
M.O.D.O.K., a villain with an 
enormous head; Hit-Mon¬ 
key, about a Japanese 
snow monkeytumed assas¬ 
sin; and Tigra and Dazzler, 
two superheroes who work 
in LosAngeles. 

Hulu senior vice president 
Craig Erwich said Monday 
that animation is a par¬ 
ticular favorite for its us 
ers Since the deal wasjust 
signed, there's no estimate 
on when the series will be 
readyO 
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In heart of Baghdad, IS war museum honors fa lien militiamen 



In this Friday, Feb. 1, 2019 photo, commemorative images of militiamen who died fighting the Is¬ 
lamic Slate group overthe past four years and weapons a re on display in the Popular Mobilization 
Forces V\far Museum on al-Mutanabi Street; Baghdad, Iraq. 

Associated Press 


By ZEN A KARAM 
QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — A few 

steps from Baghdad's cul¬ 
tural heart and its famous 
book market on al-Mu- 
tanabi Street lies the Iraqi 
capital's latest tourist at¬ 
traction: a war museum 
glorifying the sacrifices of 
thousands of mainly Shiite 
militiamen who died fight¬ 
ing the Islamic State group. 
Ihe museum is meant 
to honor the fallen but it 
also underscores the Iran- 
backed militias' growing 
clout in the country. Their 
political and military might 
soared after they helped 
the government defeat IS 
— so muc h so that they a re 
now accused by some of 
seeking to build a parallel 
state within Iraq. 

Housed inside Baghdad's 
historic, Ottoman-era al- 
Qishla building, the muse¬ 
um displays rocket launch¬ 
ers, drones and cannons 
from the four-year fight 
with IS. Visitors can browse 
through the warbooty and 
other memorabilia from the 
front lines, as well as per¬ 
sonal belongings fighters 
left behind on battlefields 
across the country. 

"I feel the spirits of the ma r- 
tyrs floating around this 
space. I feel that Iraq exists 
because of them. ... They 
are the pulse of Iraq," said 
55-year-old teacher Umm 
Hassanin al-Oukeily on a 
visit to the museum this 
week. 

The mainly Shiite militias — 
known collectively as the 
Popular Mobilization Forc¬ 
es, or "Hashed al-Shaabi" 


in Arabic — emerged fol¬ 
lowing a call in June 2014 
by Iraq's top Shiite cleric, 
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sis- 
tani, for volunteers to fight 
against IS. 

At the time, Islamic State 
militants had overrun the 
northern city of Mosul, Iraq's 
second-largest, and much 
of northern and western 
Iraq, coming dangerously 
close to Baghdad and 
Shiite shrines farther south 
as Iraq's military and secu¬ 
rity forces collapsed in the 
face of the onslaught. 

Tens of thousands heeded 
the cleric's call, enlisting 
in multiple militia factions, 
ma ny of whic h ha d existed 
for years and even fought 
American forces in Iraq. 
Sanctioned by the Iraqi 
government, the militias 


played a key role in the war 
against IS. 

Thatmadethe Iran-backed 
militiamen an indirect ally 
to the American forces, 
who returned to Iraq in 
2014 at the invitation of the 
government to help battle 
IS. A U.S.-led coalition pro¬ 
vided crucial air support 
as Iraqi forces regrouped 
and drove IS out in a costly 
campaign. 

The militias lost about 7,000 
fighters in the war. They in¬ 
cluded some Christian, Ya- 
zidi, and Sunni militias but 
were dominated by Shiite 
groups with close ties to 
Iran. They came out of the 
war with the image of an 
almost holy force protect¬ 
ing Iraq's Shiite Muslim ma¬ 
jority. 

That kind of popular aura 
has helped enshrine the 
militias as a major political 
and paramilitary player in 
post-IS Iraq. Militia factions 
are present in almost every 
Iraqi province, in manycas- 
esdeeply embedded in lo¬ 
cal governance and rival¬ 
ing state institutions Posters 
of dead fighfers adorn 
shop windows in Baghdad 
and elsewhere. 

'There are no words to de¬ 
scribe my feelings right 
now," said al-Oukeily, the 
teacher, tears in her eyes 
as she made her way 
around the museum with 
herdaughter. 

Outside, in the al-Qishla 


garden,familieswere gath¬ 
ered to enjoy the sun as 
music played in the back¬ 
ground. Inside the building, 
somber military music ac¬ 
companied the exhibits. 

In 2018 parliamentary elec¬ 
tions — the first after the 
victory over IS — the mili¬ 
tias' coalition won 48 seats, 
making it the second-larg¬ 
est bloc in Parliament and 
guaranteeing the militias a 
say in formal politics Under 
the new budget, militiamen 
are for the first time being 
paid the same salaries as 
sold iers 

The mix of arms and po¬ 
litical power is a dangerous 
dynamic forlraq, a country 
with a history of bloody sec¬ 
tarian strife. Iraq's Sunni mi¬ 
nority and also some in the 


military and the govern¬ 
ment fear the Shiite militias 
will dominate Iraq the way 
the powerful Revolutionary 
Guard does in Iran or the 
militant Hezbollah group in 
Lebanon. 

The Shiite militias "are build¬ 
ing economic empires, tak¬ 
ing control of state recon¬ 
struction companies and 
projects, and developing 
into economic organiza¬ 
tions,"said a Western diplo¬ 
mat in Baghdad who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
to discuss Iraqi politics 
The more than 50 militias 
in Iraq have up to 140,000 
fighters, according to some 
estimates and the Popu¬ 
lar Mobilization Forces it¬ 
self. They are backed by 
tanks and weapons, and 
have their own intelligence 
agency, operations rooms 
and court of law. 

In an interview with The As 
sociated Press last month, 
the leader of one of the 
most powerful of the mi¬ 
litias, Qais al-Khazali, said 
their existence compli¬ 
ments that of the Iraqi mili¬ 
tary and suggested that 
disbanding them was not 
in the cards as long as 
there's an ongoing military 
threat to Iraq. At the mu¬ 
seum, images of the fallen 
militiamen hang down from 
the ceiling, printed on light 
bulbs. Boots, watches and 
eyeglasses are displayed 
next to flowers that honor 
the ma rtyrs. 

Visitors walk around life-size 
replicas of militia outposts, 
complete with real sniperri- 
fles, sandbags and camou¬ 
flage nets from the field .□ 



In this Friday, Feb. 1,2019 photo, body aimorshredded by shrap¬ 
nel that was worn by a militiamen who died fighting the Islamic 
Stole group, is on display in the Popular Mobilization Forces War 
Museum on al-Mutanabi Street; Baghdad, Iraq. 

Associated Ftess 



In this Friday, Feb. 1, 2019 photo, statues and other commemo¬ 
rative works depicting the fight with the Islamic State group, are 
on display in the Popular Mobilization Forces War Museum on 
al-Mutanabi Street; Baghdad, Iraq. 

Associated Press 






















